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Writing Sentence Progression 

 

Year  Grammar and punctuation Purpose/ Effect Example sentence 

R Say and write basic sentences using 
phoneme grapheme correspondences 
already taught.  

A sentence has words or a word that 
identifies the actor and a word or words that 
describe the action or state of being of the 
actor. 

Goldilocks ate the porridge. 

 

1 Use sentence punctuation to demarcate 
basic sentences - capital letters and full 
stops. 

Sentence boundaries are indicated by a 
capital letter at the opening of a sentence 
and a full stop at the end of a sentence. 
When a new action or state occurs, a new 
sentence is required or some form of linking 
technique. 
 

Goldilocks ate the porridge. 

 Use question marks and exclamation marks 
to demarcate sentences.  

Enables an understanding that not all 
sentences are statements. The word order 
and punctuation are different for questions, 
commands and exclamation. 

Did Goldilocks eat the porridge? 
It was too hot! 

 Use the conjunction ‘and’ to link words. A simple way of adding information to a 
basic sentence.  

Goldilocks ate the porridge and toast. 

 Use the conjunction ‘and’ to link basic 
sentences.  
 
Use the conjunction ‘and’ to join clauses.  

Enables the linking of basic sentences adding 
cohesion and reducing the use of pronouns 
and nouns – particularly the repetition of the 
subject.  

Goldilocks at the porridge and slept in the 
bed.  

 
2 Use the conjunction ‘or’ to link words.  Enables the adding of alternatives to a 

basic sentence. 
Goldilocks could choose the big or little bed. 

 Say, write and punctuate basic sentences 
using ‘but’ and ‘or’. 

Enables the linking of basic sentences adding 
additional, qualifying, explanatory, 
alternative or contrasting information and 
reducing the use of nouns and pronouns.  

Goldilocks ate the porridge but didn’t eat it 
all. 
Goldilocks had to eat the cooled porridge or 
she would burn her mouth.  



 Say, write and punctuate basic sentences 
linked by ‘so’. 

Goldilocks tasted all the porridge so she 
could find one cool enough to eat.  

 Say, write and punctuate basic sentences 
linked by ‘when’, ‘if’, ‘that’ and ‘because’. 

Goldilocks ate the porridge because she was 
feeling hungry.  

 Use sentences with different forms: 
statements, questions, commands and 
exclamations. 

Offers alternative purposes for relating 
information to the reader and offers 
different expressions of subject knowledge 
across the curriculum.  

Goldilocks ate the porridge. 
Why did Goldilocks eat the porridge? 
Eat the porridge. 
What hot porridge! 

 Use commas to separate items in a list. The comma takes the place of ‘and’ or ‘or’ so 
reduces repetitions. 

Goldilocks tried the large bowl, the medium 
bowl and the small bowl.  

 Identify, generate and effectively use 
adjectives including suffixes -er/-est and-ly. 

Enables comparisons and encourages the 
adding of clear descriptions. 

The daddy was the largest bear Goldilocks 
had ever seen. 
The large bowl was hotter than the small 
bowl.  
Goldilocks quickly ate the porridge. 

 Use expanded noun phrases for description 
and specification. 

Adds additional information and clearer 
description. 

Goldilocks ate the cold, lumpy porridge. 
Goldilocks stared at the enormous, comfy 
bed. 
 

 Use the progressive form of verbs in the 
present tense. 

Gives the reader the impression that the 
action is happening as they read. 

Goldilocks is eating the porridge. 

 Use the progressive form of verbs in the past 
tense 

Enable two simultaneous past tense actions 
to be described 

Goldilocks was eating the porridge when she 
saw the beds.  

 

3 Expressing time, place and cause using 
subordinating conjunctions: ‘when’, ‘before’, 
‘after’, ‘while’, ‘so’.  

Simple but effective way of adding 
information.  
Effective technique for varying sentence 
openers to reduce the need to start the 
sentence with the subject adding cohesion to 
writing.  

When Goldilocks saw the bowls, she started 
to eat the porridge. 
Before Goldilocks started to eat the porridge, 
she checked nobody was there.  
After she ate the porridge, Goldilocks went 
to the bedroom. 
While Goldilocks ate the porridge, she 
thought that it was too hot. 
So that he could satisfy her hunger, 
Goldilocks ate the porridge.  



 Write sentences using the conjunction – 
although. 

 Although Goldilocks was not hungry, she ate 
the porridge. 

 Expressing time, place and cause using 
prepositions.  

Simple, but effective way of adding 
information of place directly into a sentence. 
Effective technique for varying sentence 
openers to reduce the need to start with the 
subject. 

Next to the hot bowl of porridge, Goldilocks 
could see another bowl.  
Inside the kitchen were three different size 
bowls of porridge. 
On the table, Goldilocks could see three 
bowls of porridge.  
The bedroom was on the floor above the 
kitchen.  

 Expressing time, place and cause using 
adverbs e.g. next, soon, after, soon, 
meanwhile, later 

Simple but effective way of adding 
information directly into a basic sentence.  
 
Effective technique for varying sentence 
openers to reduce the need to start the 
sentence with the subject. 

Next, Goldilocks at the porridge from the 
small bowl. 
Soon, she would find the perfect porridge for 
her.  
Later, the bears arrived back at their home.   
Meanwhile, Goldilocks was still asleep 
upstairs.   

 Use inverted commas to punctuate direct 
speech (speech marks). 

Useful information can be added through 
speech.  
 
Characterisation can be added by speech.  

“This porridge is too hot,” shouted 
Goldilocks.  
 
Goldilocks shouted, “This porridge is too 
hot.” 

 Use present perfect form of verbs using 
‘have’ and ‘has’ to indicate a completed 
action.  

Past action that has present consequence 
can be related.  

Goldilocks has tasted the bears porridge.  
 
Goldilocks and the three bears have become 
enemies. 

 

4 Write sentences with fronted adverbials. Effective way of adding information directly 
into a basic sentence.  
 
Effective technique for varying sentence 
openers to reduce the need to start with the 
subject. 

In the cottage, Goldilocks found three bowls 
of porridge.  
Before sitting down, Goldilocks looked 
around the room.  
After tasting the porridge, she decided that it 
was too hot.  
 Slowly creeping into the bedroom, 
Goldilocks saw three beds. 



 Use inverted commas and other punctuation 
to indicate direct speech.  

Breaking speech within the sentence to add 
information and create fluidity. 

“This one is too hot!” shouted Goldilocks 
who then tried the next bowl, “But this one is 
too cold!” 

 Use pronouns within and across sentences: 
1st person 2nd person 3rd person 

Offers different narrative viewpoints, the 
opportunity to address the reader and 
generalise statements.  

I tasted all three bowls of porridge.  
 
You eat porridge using a spoon.  
 
They eat porridge made with rice in China.  

 

5 Write sentences using relative clause with 
relative pronouns – who, where, which, 
whose, that 

Effective way of adding information directly 
into a basic sentence.  

Goldilocks liked the chair that was just right.  
 
She picked up the bowl which was the 
smallest. 
 
Goldilocks, who is a curious girl, entered the 
bear’s house.  

 Write sentences where the relative pronoun 
is omitted.  

Simple but effective way of adding 
information directly into a basic sentence.  

This is the place where Goldilocks found the 
porridge.  

 Write sentences using ed clause – past 
participle. 

Effective way of adding information directly 
into a basic sentence.  
 
Effective technique for varying sentence 
openers to reduce the need to start the 
sentence with the subject. 

Frightened to see the bears standing over the 
bed, Goldilocks ran out of the house.  
 
 

 Write sentences using ing clause – present 
participle. 

Effective way of adding information directly 
into a basic sentence.  
 
Effective technique for varying sentence 
openers to reduce the need to start the 
sentence with the subject. 

Searching for a comfortable spot to rest, 
Goldilocks tested each chair in the room.  

 Create and punctuate sentences using simile 
starters.  

Effective way of adding information and 
description directly into a basic sentence.  
 

With footsteps as light as a feather, 
Goldilocks crept into the kitchen.  



Effective technique for varying sentence 
openers to reduce the need to start the 
sentence with the subject. 

 Use commas to avoid ambiguity.  Ensuring clarity and accuracy. Goldilocks walked on her eyes lit up when 
she saw 3 bowls of porridge. 
 
Goldilocks walked on, her eyes lit up when 
she saw 3 bowls of porridge. 

 Indicate parenthesis using commas, brackets 
and dashes.  

Effective way of economically adding 
information directly into a basic sentence.  

Goldilocks and the Three Bears is, in my 
opinion, a classic tale.  
 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears (a beloved 
children’s story) is a classic tale.  
 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears – a story that 
teaches lessons about curiosity – is a classic 
tale.  
 

 Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials 
for time, place and number. 

Creates cohesion between paragraphs. Now in the kitchen of the Three Bear’s 
Goldilocks saw three bowls of porridge.  
 
After she had finished eating the bowl of 
porridge, Goldilocks needed to have a rest.  

 Use modal verbs to indicate degrees of 
possibility, e.g. can/could, will/would, 
shall/should, may/might, must/ought 

Offers options for readers and characters.  Goldilocks might have escaped safely but for 
the unexpected return of the bears.  

 Use adverbs to indicate degrees of 
possibility, e.g. maybe – perhaps – certainly – 
definitely – maybe – possibly – clearly – 
obviously – perhaps – probably. 

Offers certainty or possibility for readers and 
characters.  

Perhaps Goldilocks should not have 
trespassed that morning.  

 Use the perfect form of verbs to mark the 
relationship of time and cause using: Past 
perfect – had. Present perfect – have/has. 

Describes past action that took place before 
another past action.  

Goldilocks had sampled every bowl of 
porridge by the time the bears returned 
home. 
 



‘I have sampled every bowl of porridge,” 
thought Goldilocks. 

6 Use semi-colons to mark the boundary 
between independent clauses. 

Avoids splice commas and suggests clauses 
are closely linked or ideas related.  

Goldilocks felt a rush of fear; she quickly hid 
behind the door as the bears entered.  

 Use the subjunctive forms for formal speech 
and writing.  

Enables writers to formally communicate 
opinion, belief, purpose, intention and 
desire.  

If Goldilocks were to find a way out, she 
would surely escape the bears’ home 
unharmed.  

 Use active and passive to alter sentence 
order.  

Enables writers to withhold the subject – the 
passive might withhold the actor by an 
optional preposition phrase. This can be used 
to create suspense. 

Suddenly, the bears pulled back the duvet to 
reveal Goldilocks asleep.  
 
Suddenly, the duvet was pulled back by the 
bears to reveal Goldilocks asleep. 
 
Suddenly, the duvet was pulled back to 
reveal Goldilocks asleep.   

 

 


