
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

What a busy and exciting start to the school year it has been! The children have settled 

brilliantly into their new classes, and we have been working hard to establish routines and 

embed our new behaviour policy. This is built around our three simple but powerful rules 

τ Ready, Respectful and Safe τ which underpin everything we do across the school. 

We have also enjoyed a range of new opportunities this half term. Our new sports partners, 

ACES, have been running fantastic after-ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƭǳōǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ȅƻƎŀ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ 

for children in Years 2, 3 and 5. After the half-term break, these activities will rotate to 

Giraffes, Penguins and Pumas classes τ a separate letter will be sent to the year groups 

involved with more information. 

Lƴ 9ŀǊƭȅ ¸ŜŀǊǎΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ōǊŀƴŘ-new 

Rainbow Room provision, designed to support all children in having a positive and 

successful start to their schooling. Our Reception learning environment has also undergone 

ŀƴ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ 

newsletter. 

! ǊŜŀƭ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜǊƳ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƭǳƴŎƘǘƛƳŜǎΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ to 

ƻŦŦŜǊ ƳƻǊŜ Ǉƭŀȅ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ Ƨƻȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾŜΣ ƘŀǇǇȅ 

and sociable breaks together. We have also introduced Lunchtime Link rewards and our 

extra special Golden Table!  

We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to our parents for your patience and support 

while the building works on our Year 3 and 4 side continue τ your understanding has been 

greatly appreciated. 

!ǎ ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪ ŀƘŜŀŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǳǘǳƳƴ ¢ŜǊƳΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ !ƴǘƛ-

Bullying Week and, of course, beginning to prepare for the festive season. Thank you for 

your continued support τ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ 

forward to all that is to come! 

 
Warm regards, Mrs Dixon 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We continue to value the excellent support provided by the Accomplish Trust as we strengthen 

and refine our systems across the school. The Trust offers us clear guidance, priorities and 

professional expertise to help drive school improvement, with our primary focus this year on 

άŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛŎǎ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘƭȅΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǊŜ 

curriculum to ensure consistency and excellence in everything we do. We are also delighted to 

share that Auckley Academy in Doncaster has recently joined the Accomplish family of schools 

τ we look forward to working collaboratively with our new partner on this exciting journey. In 

addition, Accomplish continue to deliver extensive training and professional development 

opportunities to a wide network of schools through both their training offer and the Jerry Clay 

English Hub. Their base, the Accomplishing Great Things Centre, is proudly located right here in 

/ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘΩǎ [ƻŎƪ [ŀƴŜ ŀǊŜŀ τ a true hub for collaboration, learning and improvement. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our attendance has taken a dip this year, with 

a number of odd days of absence, lateness, 

and holidays affecting our overall figures. We 

kindly ask that families continue to support the 

ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 

attendance is as strong as possible, as children 

who are absent cannot fully benefit from the 

excellent educational opportunities we 

provide.  

Attendance summaries for each child will be 

sent out straight after half term, and we are 

hoping to see an improvement next term. 

This year, we have been focusing on rapidly 

improving attendance. Our current figure 

stands at 93.86%, and our school target is 

above 96%, which we are striving to achieve! 

Many children have already been enjoying our 

attendance jars ς every time a class achieves 

100% attendance for the day, a star is added to 

ǘƘŜ ƧŀǊΦ hƴŎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŦǳƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƎŜǘǎ ǘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ŀ 

reward from the menu! 

Please continue to support us by making sure 

your child attends school wherever possible. 

Remember, attendance below 90% is 

considered persistently absent. We are 

excited to see which two classes will win pizza 

parties at the end of the year, and who will 

enjoy a visit from the ice cream van for 

achieving 100% attendance for the full year! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are really proud of our new behaviour system, which is helping us to create a calm, 

positive and respectful learning environment across the school. Our three school rules ς 

Be Ready, Respectful and Safe ς continue to guide everything we do. We are working hard 

to embed a culture of positive reinforcement through our Recognition Boards, where 

children are celebrated for consistently doing the right thing and making good choices. 

Alongside this, we have introduced a new House Points system, recognising pupils for 

their academic effort, work ethic and focus on learning. This term, congratulations go to 

the Yellow House, who have earned the most points! They will enjoy their well-deserved 

ǘǊŜŀǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘŀƭŦ ǘŜǊƳΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǊŜǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƻǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ Ŧriendly competition.  
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At lunchtime, we have been working hard to 

develop our timetable and activity offer to 

ensure this important part of the day is 

enjoyable, purposeful and sociable. 

Lunchtime is a key opportunity for children 

to build friendships and practise important 

life skills, so we have made a number of 

adjustments to help everyone make the 

most of this time. Our focus has been on 

promoting good table manners, kindness, 

social skills and care for others. 

We have also introduced a new and exciting 

ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά[ǳƴŎƘǘƛƳŜ [ƛƴƪǎΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ 

whole-school paperchain, built collectively 

from Reception to Year 6, with each link 

representing a moment of exceptional 

manners, respect or safe behaviour. Our aim 

is to reach 500 links to earn a special whole-

ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘǊŜŀǘΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ǘƘǊƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

children achieved this target last week, and 

celebrated with an extra playtime, music and 

a biscuit treat! The chain has now started 

ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ 

reach our next 500-link goal. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to our Lunchtime 

Links initiative, we have also 

introduced our very special 

Golden Table. Each Friday, one 

child from every class is selected 

to sit at the Golden Table and is 

invited to choose a friend to join 

them for lunch. This is a lovely 

way to celebrate children who 

consistently demonstrate 

kindness, respect, and excellent 

manners throughout the week. 

The Golden Table is beautifully 

set and creates a real sense of 

pride and excitement among the 

children. Here are just some of 

the wonderful pupils who have 

been chosen so far this year τ 

congratulations to all of them! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Celebration Assemblies have been a wonderful addition to our school week. Each 

Friday, parents and carers are invited to join us in celebrating our Star of the Week 

pupils and hear about the fantastic reasons behind their selection. During the 

ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅΣ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 

journey so far this year, making it a truly special moment for everyone involved. The 

feedback from parents has been extremely positive, and iǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǎƻ 

Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ 

continuing to welcome families into this experience throughout the year. Thank you, as 

always, for your patience and understanding τ as we can only choose one child per 

class each week, it may take a little time before every child has their turn to shine! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Creativity is a vital part of young children's development, 

fostering imagination, problem-solving skills, and self-

expression. Recognising its importance, we have worked closely 

with our art specialist, Miss Bairstow, to enhance our art 

curriculum offer. Through her expertise, we have introduced a 

range of engaging and skill-building opportunities that 

encourage children to explore different materials, techniques, 

ŀƴŘ ŀǊǘƛǎǘƛŎ ǎǘȅƭŜǎΦ aƛǎǎ .ŀƛǊǎǘƻǿΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǘƻ 

ensure that our art curriculum not only supports creativity but 

also builds confidence and a deep appreciation for the arts from 

an early age. We have now started a whole school celebration 

of art at SHMA, which will develop over the year.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Year 6 children had a fantastic visit to Eden Camp this 

term, deepening their understanding of World War II. The 

trip brought their classroom learning to life as they 

ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ƛƳƳŜǊǎƛǾŜ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƴŘƭŜŘ 

real historical artefacts. The children were incredibly 

engaged throughout the day, asking thoughtful questions 

and making excellent connections to their work in school. 

We were very proud of how beautifully they behaved and 

represented our school τ a real credit to themselves and 

their teachers. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are excited to share that we have introduced 

yoga into our school timetable! Children in Year 2, 

Year 3, and Year 5 will be enjoying half-termly 

sessions, exploring different poses, breathing 

techniques, and relaxation exercises. Yoga is a 

wonderful way for children to develop balance, 

flexibility, and coordination, while also supporting 

their mental wellbeing. It encourages mindfulness, 

focus, and self-regulation, helping children to 

manage stress and build resilience. In addition, 

yoga promotes confidence, body awareness, and 

teamwork, making it a valuable and enjoyable 

addition to our school day. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At SHMA, we have been proud to mark Black History Month by celebrating the key 

achievements of significant individuals who have shaped history. Across the school, 

children have learned about Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King Jr. and Nelson Mandela, 

exploring their courage, leadership and lasting impact on equality and justice. Our 

pupils can now confidently talk about The Protected Characteristics and The Equality 

Act (2010) as we continue to learn that everyone is equal and deserves respect. A 

real highlight of our learning was sharing the story ΨHappy in My SkinΩ, which inspired 

wonderful discussions about how amazing our skin is τ from dimples to fingerprints, 

from keeping our insides in to stretching as we grow taller! It really made us stop and 

think about how unique and special each one of us truly is. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our school values underpin everything that 

we do at SHMA, guiding how we learn, play, 

and grow together. We make sure these 

values are taught explicitly through 

meaningful assemblies and are consistently 

referenced across the curriculum. This year, 

we have planned a programme to develop 

and explore these values throughout each 

term. In Autumn 1, our focus was on 

resilience, inspiring the children through the 

stories of Rosa Parks and the Lionesses, 

learning how courage, determination, and 

perseverance can help us overcome 

challenges. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading is absolutely fundamental in primary schools because it underpins every aspect 

ƻŦ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǿƘȅ ƛǘΩǎ ǎƻ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΥ 

¶ Builds essential literacy skills ς Reading helps children develop vocabulary, spelling, 

grammar, and comprehension, which are the foundation for all other learning. 

¶ Supports learning across the curriculum ς ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŀǘƘǎ 

problem, following a science investigation, or exploring history, strong reading skills 

help children access and engage with every subject. 

¶ Develops imagination and creativity ς Through stories, children are transported to 

new worlds, ideas, and experiences, fostering curiosity and creative thinking. 

¶ Improves focus and empathy ς Reading encourages children to concentrate for 

sustained periods and helps them see life through different perspectives, building 

empathy and emotional understanding. 

¶ Boosts confidence and independence ς As children become fluent readers, they 

gain confidence in expressing themselves, both in writing and speech. 

¶ Lays the groundwork for future success ς Research consistently shows that children 

who enjoy reading and read regularly perform better academically and are more 

likely to achieve later in life. 

In essence, reading opens doors ς ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΣ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ 

why primary schools place such emphasis on nurturing a love of reading from the very 

start. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember not to smoke or vape around our children, school 

site, entrances and pavements. We were the first smoke free school 

in Wakefield but we need your help to continue making smoking and 

vaping invisible to our children!  

Thank you in advance for supporting this mission. 

As always, just a polite reminder to say please do not park on the yellow 

lines out the front of school, there are new signs to remind you of this. 

Thank you for working together to keep all children safe. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term, we have been embracing all things Autumn across our Early Years and Key 

Stage 1 classes! The children have loved exploring the changes in the season through a 

range of exciting, hands-on activities. In Preschool, the children enjoyed making 

pumpkin soup, while our Nursery children went on an Autumn learning walk to observe 

the world around them. Across the school grounds, children have been busy collecting 

colourful leaves, creating wonderful leaf kebabs and other imaginative natural artwork. 

Many have even continued their learning at home, producing beautiful seasonal art and 

ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ƛƴ !ǳǘǳƳƴΣ ǇǊƻǳŘƭȅ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ 

also been amazed by the hundreds of conkers and acorns collected and brought in for 

ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅΗ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǳƴōŜƭƛŜǾŀōƭȅ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

enthusiasm, curiosity, and growing understanding of this beautiful season. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 recently enjoyed an exciting and educational visit to Murton Park, linked 

to their history topic Stone Age to Iron Age. The trip brought their learning to 

life as they explored what life was like in a prehistoric village. The children 

discovered that Stone Age people were hunter-gatherers who relied on their 

skills and resourcefulness to survive. They particularly enjoyed pretending to be 

hunters with spears in search of woolly mammoths and taking part in hands-on 

activities such as weaving, making clay pots, and grinding wheat into flour. It 

was a memorable day that deepened their understanding of early human life 

and sparked great enthusiasm for their history topic. 


