Smawthorne Henry Moore
Academy Newsletter

Dear Parents and Carers,

What a busy and exciting start to the school year it has been! The children have settled
brilliantly into their new classes, and we have been working hard to establigimes and
embed our new behaviour policy. This is built around our three simple but powerful rules
T Ready, Respectful and Safewhich underpin everything we do across the school.

We have also enjoyed a range of new opportunities this half termn@wrsports partners,
ACES, have been running fantasticaie0 K 2 2f Of dzoa> |yR 6SQ@S
for children in Years 2, 3 and 5. After the Falin break, these activities will rotate to
Giraffes, Penguins and Pumas clagses separate lder will be sent to the year groups
involved with more information.

LYy 9FNiée ,SFENARZ 6SQ@S KIR I 62y RSNF-detv ai
Rainbow Room provision, designed to support all children in having a positive and
successful stattb their schooling. Our Reception learning environment has also undergone
Iy SEOAGAY3I GNIYyaATF2NXIGA2YSE 6KAOK 6SQNB
newsletter.

I NBIFf KAIKEAIKAIG F2NI YS GKA&a GSNY Ktod o685
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and sociable breaks together. We have also introduced Lunchtime Link rewards and our
extra special Golden Table!

We would like to extend a heartfelt thank yom our parents for your patience and support
while the building works on our Year 3 and 4 side contmugour understanding has been
greatly appreciated.

l1a ¢S 221 FTKSIR G2 (GKS aSO2yR KIfF 2F
Bullying Wek and, of course, beginning to prepare for the festive seasbank you for

your continued support A 1 Qa 0SSy | @2y RSNFdzZ &
forward to all that is to come!

Warm regards, Mrs Dixon

#TheSmawthorneExperience



News from our Accomplish Family

We continue to value the excellent support provided by the Accomplish Trust as we stren
and refine our systems across the school. The Trust offers us clear guidance, priorities al
professional expertise to help drive school improvement, with our prynfocus this year on
GR2AY3 GKS oFaanda oONARffAIFIYyGftedéd CKAA Ay
curriculum to ensure consistency and excellence in everything we do. We are also deligh
share that Auckley Academy in Doncaster teently joined the Accomplish family of schoo
T we look forward to working collaboratively with our new partner on this exciting journey
addition, Accomplish continue to deliver extensive training and professional development
opportunities to a widenetwork of schools through both their training offer and the Jerry CI
English Hub. Their base, the Accomplishing Great Things Centre, is proudly located right
[ Fadtf ST2NRQ& aftr@e@db fof coli®ratior\Barning and improvement.
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Attendance:

- ‘ e

Our attendance has taken a dip this year, wi
a number of odd days of absence, latenes:
and holidays affecting our overall figures. W
kindly ask that families continue to support tt
a0K22ft Ay SyadzNRy:
attendance is as strong as pdssi as children
who are absent cannot fully benefit from the
excellent educational opportunities we
provide.

Attendance summaries for each child will b
sent out straight after half term, and we are
hoping to seeanimprovement next term.

This year, we &wve been focusing on rapidly
improving attendance. Our current figure
stands at93.86% andour school target is

above 96%yhich we are striving to achieve!

Many children have already been enjoying o

attendance jarg every time a class achieve:

100% atendance for the day, a star is added

GKS 2IFN» hyOS A0Qa ¥
reward from the menu!

Please continue to support us by making su
your child attends school wherever possible
Rememberattendance below 90% is
considered persitently absent We are
excited to see which two classes will win piz

parties at the end of thgear, and who will
enjoy a visit from the ice cream van for
achieving 100% attendance for the full year

Yearly Attendance
Year: Attendance: Difference to
96% target:
2023-2024 92.38 3.62
2024-2025 93.86 2.14
2025-2026 so 93.12 2.88
far!
Py .
@ 2025-2026 Attendance Incentives
Attendance achievement: Reward/Incentive:
100% Attendance for the term Certificate and badge g‘--‘
100% Attendance for the full year Certificate, badge and ice-cream van
playtime i
96% and above for the term Raffle ticket for a family voucher ::[B" — —:
B it
96% and above for the term Raffle ticket to win a scooter La
Class 96% and above for the week | Roll of the dice in assembly Classopoly
game . .
Most money in class Classopoly Pizza party
envelope W
Class 100% attendance for the week | Chocolate fountain treat as a class g
Winning class attendance each week Attendance teddy — Star and Ace g g
100% class attendance for the day | Add a star in the Star Jar, collect a full r’ .
jar for a treat from the menu! ;&EJ
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Qur School Rules

_

| How shall we |
B creet each other? [
**

We are really proud of our new behaviour system, which is helping us to create a cal
positive and respectful learning environment across the school. Our three schoot rule
BeReady, Respectful and Safeontinue to guide everything we do. We are wadsihard
to embed a culture of positive reinforcement through our Recognition Boards, where
children are celebrated for consistently doing the right thing and making good choice
Alongside this, we have introduced a new House Points system, recognisitgfpup
their academic effort, work ethic and focus on learning. This term, congratulations gc
the Yellow House, who have earned the most points! They will enjoy thehdesdrved
GNBFG FFAGSNI KFETFT GSNXYI 6KSYy deévdyfcompetifa. !

Our School Rules

Be Ready

Be Respectful
Be Safe
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Lunchtime Links and Play!

At lunchtime, we have been working hard 1
develop our timetable and activity offer to
ensure this important part of the day is

enjoyable, purposeful and sotike.
Lunchtime is a key opportunity for childrer
to build friendships and practise importani
life skills, so we have made a number of
adjustments to help everyone make the
most of this time. Our focus has been on
promoting good table manners, kindness

soaal skills and care for others.

We have also introduced a new and exciti
AYAOGALI GAGBS OFftftSR ¢
whole-school paperchain, built collectively
from Reception to Year 6, with each link
representing a moment of exceptional
manners, repect or safe behaviour. Our air
is to reach 500 links to earn a special who
a0K22f OGNBIG® 2 SQNES
children achieved this target last week, an
celebrated with an extra playtime, music at
a biscuit treat! The chain has now staite
F3AFAYZ YR gSQNB | f
reach our next 504dink goal.
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Golden Tabhle

In addition to our Lunchtime
Links initiative, we have also
introduced our very special
Golden Table. Each Friday, on

invited to choose a friend to joir
them for lunch. This is a lovely
way to celebrate children who
consistently demonstrate
kindness, respect, and exceller §
manners throughout the week. /g
The Golden Table is beautifully
set and creates a real sense o

children. Here are just some of
the wonderful pupils who have
been chosen so far this year

congratulations to all of them!
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Introducing our brand new Celebration Assemblies

Our Celebration Assemblies have been a wonderful addition to our school week.
Friday, parents and carers are invited to join us in celebrating our Star of the Wi
pupils and hear about the fantastic reasons behimgir selection. During the
aaSyoftes 0SIFOKSNB aKFNB SkFOK OKAfRQ
journey so far this year, making it a truly special moment for everyone involved.
feedback from parents has been extremely positive, ah@id 0SSy f 2 ¢
YIye 2F @2dz 22AYyAy3d dza G2 OSft SOoNI (S
continuing to welcome families into this experience throughout the year. Thank yac
always, for your patience and understandmngas we can onlylmose one child per
class each week, it may take a little time before every child has their turn to shir

Smawthorne
Family Values

W
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Art development

Creativity is a vital part of young children's developme
fostering imagination, problersolving skills, and self
expression. Recognising its importance, we have worked clc
with our art specialist, Miss Bairstow, to enhance our
curriculum offer. Through her expertise, we have introduce
range of engaging and sKillilding opportunities tiat
encourage children to explore different materials, techniqu
YR INOAaAaOGAO adetSaod aia
ensure that our art curriculum not only supports creativity k
| also builds confidence and a deep appreciation for the arts fi
an early ageWe have now started a whole school celebrati
of art at SHMAwhich willdevelop over the year

ACCOMPLISH



Year 6 visit to Eden Camp

Our Year 6 children had a fantastic visit to Eden Camg
term, deepening their understanding of World War II. T
trip brought their classroom learning to life as th
SELX 2NBR (KS YdzaSdzyQa A"
realhistorical artefacts. The children were incredit
engaged throughout the day, asking thoughtful questic
and making excellent connections to their work in schc
We were very proud of how beautifully they behaved a
represented our schoal a real cred to themselves anc
their teachers.
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Our Yoga Sessions

We are excited to share that we have introduced
yoga into our school timetable! Children in Year
Year 3, and Year 5 will be enjoying Hatimly
sessionsexploring different poses, breathing .
teghniques, and relaxation exercises. Yoga is a sz
wonderful way for children to develop balance,
flexibility, and coordination, while also supporting
their mental wellbeing. It encourages mindfulnes
focus, and selfeguation, helping children to
manage stress and build resilience. In addition,
yoga promotes confidence, body awareness, a
teamwork, making it a valuable and enjoyable
addition to our school day.
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Marking Black History Mlonth at SHIVIA

At SHMA, we have been proud to mark Black History Month by celebrating the
achievements of significant individuals who have shaped history. Across the sc
children have learned about Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King Jr. and Nelson Ma
exploringtheir courage, leadership and lasting impact on equality and justice. C
pupils can now confidently talk about The Protected Characteristics and The Eq
Act (2010) as we continue to learn that everyone is equal and deserves respe:
real highlightof our learning was sharing the sto#fappy in My Ski@which inspired
wonderful discussions about how amazing our skin isom dimples to fingerprints,
from keeping our insides in to stretching as we grow taller! It really made us stoy
think abouthow unique and special eadme of us truly is.

OUT BLACK
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Embedding our Values through assemblies

Smawthorne Henry Moore Academy
Our Family Values
Learning Through the Inspriational Work of
Others

s Resilient Forgiving Generous Responsible

Honest Respectful

L85

We learn about inspirational people
to help us understand our school
values. They are people who
demonstrate our values through their
behaviour and attitudes.

Honest- e tell the truth

SD W 7 ook after eack thar
Respectful- We lock after each other

Resilient— We never give up
Forgiving- We don’t hold grudges
Generous- We share with each other

I(II

Autumn 1

Responsible | We

Autumn 2

Honest and | We
Respectful |

Spring 1

Spring 2

Summer 1

Generous | Wo share

Our school values underpin everything th
we do at SHMA, guiding how we learn, pl;
and grow together. We make sure the:
values are taught explicitly throug
meaningful assemblies and are consister
referenced across the curriculum. This ye
we have planned a programme to devel
and explore these values throughout ea
term. In Adumn 1, our focus was ol
resilience, inspiring the children through tf
stories of Rosa Parks and the Liones:
learning how courage, determination, ar
perseverance can help us overcor
challenges.
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Reception
Open Evening

Dear Parents and Carers,

We are delighted te invite you to our Open Evening for families considering 3 Reception place for
September 2026.

Join us to discover what makes our Academy such a happy, inspiring, and nurturing place for
children to learn and grow. During the evening, you will have the opportunity to:

Meet our dedicated teaching staff and leadership team
Explore our classrooms and learning environments
Learn sbout our curriculum and approzch to early years education
e Hear about the suppert and enrichment opportunities available for every child

Date: Monday 3" November and Monday 17'" November
Time: 4:.00-5:30
Location: Smawthorne Henry Moore Academy, Ashton Road, Castleford, WF10 S5AX

We warmly welcome you to come and experience our vibrant school community first-hand. If you
wish to book your place, please email admin@smawthorneprimary.org or contact the school office
on 01877 558355. We look forward to welcoming you so that you can see what makes our Academy
such a special place to start your child’s learning journey.

We lock forward to meeting you!

Warm regards, Mrs Dixon, Headteacher
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Why is reading so important?

Reading is absolutely fundamental in primary schools because it underpins every a

2F fSINYyAYy3 yR RS@OSt2LISYyidd | SNB |

Builds essential literacy skijfReading helpshildren develop vocabulary, spelling
grammar, and comprehension, which are the foundation for all other learning.
Supports learning across the curriculgd KS G KSNJ A G Q& dzy RSN
problem, following a science investigation, or exploring higtetrong reading skills
help children access and engage with every subject.

Develops imagination and creativigyl hrough stories, children are transported to
new worlds, ideas, and experiences, fostering curiosity and creative thinking.
Improves focus ashempathy¢ Reading encourages children to concentrate for
sustained periods and helps them see life through different perspectives, build
empathy and emotional understanding.

Boosts confidence and independencAs children become fluent readers, they
gain confidence in expressing themselves, both in writing and speech.

Lays the groundwork for future succesResearch consistently shows that childre
who enjoy reading and read regularly perform better academically and are mot
likely to achieve latemilife.

In essence, readingopensdoagrd 2 | y26ft SR3IASZT AYIFIAYIF G
why primary schools place such emphasis on nurturing a love of reading from the
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Safe travels

SHOW YOU CARE
DON'T PARK ON THE ZIG ZAGS
YOU COULD ENDANGER A CHILD'S LIFE

As always, just a polite reminder to say please do not park on the yel
lines out the front of skcool, there are new signs to remind you of this
Thank you for working together tceepall children safe.

' P’No warminG! b2 i ]
B NO PARKING! & Even if youre late «4&
y NO EXCUSE!

smevwm®  DON'T PARK ON ZIG ZAG LINES

children’s lives at risk.

YELLOW LINES ARE Stopping here puts children in danger.
THERE FOR A REASON.

Please park
= responsibly
and legally.

Smoke and Vape free school

Please remember not to smoke or vape around our children, sct

site, entrances and pements. We were the first smoke free scho

in Wakefield but we need your help to continue making smoking
vaping invisible to our children!

Thank you in advance for supporting this mission.

thorn No smokin
;v::::c:thome Henry Moore g
- Wakefield’s first ‘Proud to be smokefree’ school. or va plng

Thank you for not smoking [
orvaping near our school., } :
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Our children have embraced the new season

This term, we have been embracing all things Autumn across our Early Years an
Stage 1 classes! The children have loved exploring the changes in the season thr
range of exciting, handsgn activities. In Preschool, the children enjoyed making
pumpkin soup, while our Nursery children went on an Autumn learning walk to obs
the world around them. Across the school grounds, children have been busy colle
colourful leaves, creating wonderful leaf kebabs and other imaginative natural artw
Many have even continued their learning at home, producing beautiful seasonal ar
GNRGAY 3T | o62dzi gKI G KILIWISya Ay | dzidzyy
also been amazed by the hundreds of conkers and acorns collected and brought
SPGSNE2YyS (2 Syez2eéH 2S KI @S 6SSy dzy:
enthusiasmguriosity, and growing understanding of this beautiful season.
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Year 3 visit Murton Parl

Year 3 recently enjoyed an exciting and educational visit to Murton Park, lir
to their history topic Stone Age to Iron Age. The trip brougbkeir learning to
life as they explored what life was like in a prehistoric village. The children
discovered that Stone Age people were hurtatherers who relied on their
skills and resourcefulness to survive. They particularly enjoyed pretending
hunters with spears in search of woolly mammoths and taking part in hand:
activities such as weaving, making clay pots, and grinding wheat into flour.
was a memorable day that deepened their understanding of early human li
and sparked great enthusen for their history topic.

y @
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