
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Smawthorne Henry Moore Academy 

Art and Design Weekly Overview   

 



Whole School Art Curriculum Overview: 

 

Year 
Group 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Preschool Exploring paint 
Children will explore paint using 

their hands and brushes and 
experiment with the marks they 

can make. 

Exploring mark making 
Children will explore different 

techniques and use of materials to 
create different marks. 

Exploring materials 
Children will begin to investigate 
different materials and begin to 
select the materials they need. 

Exploring colours and tools  
Children will begin to select 
colours and tools to create a 

picture. 

Exploring collage 
Children will begin to select their 
own materials and resources to 

create a collage. 

Exploring printing 
Children will begin to experience 

printing and how different 
materials can be use to print. 

Nursery Exploring lines  
Children will explore using 

straight and curved lines to create 
a representation of their face. 

Exploring colour mixing 
Children will experiment with colour 
and what happens when colours are 

mixed together. 

Exploring textures 
Children will explore different 

textures and materials in order to 
create a desired outcome. 

Exploring observational drawing 
Children will begin looking at 
objects and discover ways to 

make marks to represent what 
they see. 

Exploring collage and materials 
Children will select resources and 

materials appropriately to suit their 
ideas and designs. 

Exploring different mediums 
Children will use different 

mediums such as pencil, charcoal, 
pens and paint to make marks 

and express their ideas. 

Reception Exploring line and shape  
A study of line and form to create 
a drawing of themselves including 
the whole body. The children will 

develop spatial awareness 
through experimenting with line. 

Exploring colour changing 
A study of the different marks they 
can make to add details, exploring 

line and shape. Exploring colour 
through observation of colour 

change around us and exploring the 
work of Andy Goldsworthy. 

Exploring observational drawings 
and colour 

 Observing flowers, trees and plants 
as they grow. They will paint 

daffodils and will use collage to 
create landscapes, overlapping 
colours and observing change.  

Exploring mark making to create 
effects  

Children will explore pattern by 
investigating the marks we can 
make on paper such as cross 
hatching, dots and curls, waves, 
short lines and long lines. 

Exploring artists/materials A study 
of the work of architect and artist 
Antonio Gaudi. The children will 

discuss the materials he used and 
his use of light. The children will 

work in 3D after a discussion about 
the Sagrada Familia. 

Exploring skills and techniques 
The children will make Noah’s 

Ark, discussing their own ideas. 
The children will use their skills 
and knowledge to create their 

own pieces of art and sculpture 
through open ended activities. 

1 Exploring Lines and Colour 
A study of artwork by Joan Miro where the children will explore his 

different pieces of artwork. They will develop drawing, colour mixing and 
painting. 

The final piece of artwork will be to draw a picture of an imaginative 
figure in the style of Joan Miro and then fill in the different shapes within 

their drawing with coloured oil pastels. 
 
 

Exploring Shape 
A study of artwork by Henri Matisse where the children explore a range 

of his different pieces of artwork. 
They will develop their skills in drawing, printing, collage and painting.  

The final piece of artwork is to draw a leaf shape into a polystyrene tile, 
then create a collage background in the style of Henri Matisse before the 

children print their leaf shape on to their collage background. 

Exploring Sculpture 
A study of artwork by Henry Moore where the children will explore a 

range of his different sculptures. The children will continue to develop 
their drawing and sculpting.  

The final piece of artwork is to design and make their own abstract 
sculpture in the style of Henry Moore, to be made out of clay.  

 

2 Exploring Colour and Style 
A study of artwork by Viktor Bevanda, an autistic artist, where the 

children will explore his different pictures. They will continue to develop 
observational drawing and painting. 

The final piece of artwork is to create a portrait of an animal and add the 
caricature style of Viktor Bevanda. 

 

Exploring Flowers 
A study of artwork by Kate Kyehyun Park or Georgia O’ Keefe, where 

children will explore their art work. The children will also explore 
observational drawing techniques and painting. 

The final piece of artwork is to create an observational drawing of a 
flower in the style of either Kate Kyehyun Park or Georgia O’ Keefe and 

then use the watercolour paint to add colour to their artwork. 

Exploring Perceptions 
A study of artwork by Charles McGee where the children will explore 

drawing, printing, paper sculpting and weaving based on Charles McGee’s 
works of art.  

The final piece will be to create their own patterned paper weave in the 
style of Charles McGee. 

3 Exploring Form 
A study of artwork by Faith Ringgold where the children will explore 

different pieces of her artwork. 
Children will continue to develop their abilities in drawing and painting. 
Children will also study Neanderthal art and explore different pieces of 

art and the materials that were used to create the cave pictures. 
The final piece will be to create a textured background on which the 

children paint their Neanderthal animals or figures. 
 

Exploring Portraits 
A study of artwork by Charlotte Crawford – The Autistic Artist where the 
children will explore her different pictures. They will continue to develop 

observational drawing and painting. 
The final piece of artwork is to create a portrait of either themselves and 

add the style of Charlotte Crawford – The Autistic Artist. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exploring Egyptian Art and Pattern 
A study of artwork by Gustav Klimt, where the children will explore his 

picture “Tree of Life” and how his art work is inspired by Ancient Egyptian 
artwork.  The children will continue to develop their drawing, painting 

and sculpting. 
The final piece of artwork is to create their own Egyptian 3D death mask 

and add detail in the style of Gustav Klimt. 



4 Exploring Materials 
A study of artwork by Barbara Hepworth where the children will explore 

different pieces of her artwork. 
Children will continue to develop their abilities in drawing and sculpture. 

The final piece will be to create their own 3D sculpture in the style of 
Barbara Hepworth with a focus of how she loved nature and landscapes. 

 
Children will be going to the Barbara Hepworth Museum to learn about 
Barbara Hepworth and to look at her sculptures and pieces of artwork. 

Children will create their own piece of felt and weaving, based on Barbara 
Hepworth. 

Exploring Natural Objects 
A study of artwork by Alma Thomas where children will explore her 

different pictures. Children will also focus on ammonite fossils. They will 
explore the pattern, line, tone and shape when drawing them.  

They will continue to develop their drawing, shading and 
painting.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

The final pieces of artwork are to create a drawing of an ammonite in 
drawing pencil, then draw the same ammonite again but add in Alma 

Thomas’ mosaic style using oil pastels. 
Then draw the same ammonite again with drawing pencil and add 

watercolours to create Alma Thomas’ mosaic style. 
 
 

Exploring Pop Art 
A study of artwork by Andy Warhol where the children will explore 

different pieces of his artwork. Children will focus on Warhol’s pop art 
style and they will draw their own images in the style of Andy Warhol. 

Children will then create an observational drawing of an object for their 
final piece of artwork, and then carve the same image into a foam tile 

and then printing with it in the style of Andy Warhol. 

5 Exploring Hot and Cold Colours through Volcanic Artwork 
A study of artwork by Tim Sorsdahl where the children will explore the 
different pieces of art that he has created, looking at how Tim Sorsdahl 

has used hot and cold colours in his landscapes.  
The final piece of artwork will be to create a volcanic landscape in the 

style of Tim Sorsdahl using different techniques.  
 

Exploring Graffiti 
A study of artwork by Banksy and Jonone where the children will explore 

the different pieces of their graffiti art work.  
Children will develop their abilities in drawing and painting. 

The final piece of artwork will be to create their own simple street art 
image that incorporates one of our school values. Children to create their 

final piece in the style of Banksy or Jonone or both. 

Exploring Collage 
A study of artwork by David Hockney along with the architecture created 
by Zaha Hadid and Christopher Wren. Children will create observational 

drawings of the buildings Zaha Hadid and Christopher Wren created 
before looking at David Hockney’s “Joiner” artwork.  

The final piece of artwork will be for children will use cameras and IPads 
to take different pictures of the school and create their own Hockney’s 

“Joiner” picture.  
 

6  Exploring Perspective  
A study of artwork by Henry Moore where the children will explore his 

different pieces of perspective art work.  
Children will explore one point perspective when creating pictures 

focusing on foreground, middle ground and background. 
Children to develop their abilities in drawing with different media.  
Their final piece of artwork will be to draw a one point perspective 

picture of Ashton Road, in the style of Henry Moore. 
 

Exploring Water Colour 
A study of artwork by Claude Monet where the children will explore his 

landscapes. Children will explore water colours and acrylics when 
exploring painting.  

The children to explore Monet’s landscapes and then compare them to 
the school and it’s landscape. 

Their final piece of artwork will be to paint their own landscape picture of 
the school and it’s own landscape, in the style of Monet. 

 
 

Exploring Sculpture 
A study of artwork by Keziah Burt and Giacometti where the children will 

explore their sculptures and focus on how they have used proportion 
when sculpting.  

Children will look at facial proportion when drawing and when sculpting. 
The final piece of artwork will be to create an armature on which they will 

mould clay and make a detailed head and face sculpture.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Whole School Art and Design Curriculum Overview: Pre School 
Pre School 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
All About Me Let’s Celebrate Under the Sea In the Garden Once upon a time All Creatures Great and Small 

Curriculum 
Enrichment 

-Making Pumkin soup 
-Stay for a Story 

-Autumn Day 
-Pumpkin carving 
-Halloween party 

-World Nursery Rhyme Week  
-Christmas Stay and Play 

-Christmas party 
-Christmas songs 

-Surprise visit from Santa 
-Snowman story session 

-Chinese New Year 
- Fairytale pyjama day 

-Stay for a Story 

- Tadpoles life cycle 
-World book day 

-Easter Stay and Play  
-Easter egg hunt 

-Surprise visit from Easter 
bunny 

-Teddy Bears Picnic 
- Stay for a Story 

- Visit from a pet 
-Summer story evening 
-Summer Stay and Play 

- End of year party 
 

Unit Overview In this unit children will begin to 
explore paint using their hands 
and brushes and be aware of 
the marks that they make. 

In this unit children will explore 
chalks for mark making. They will 
investigate using different 
techniques with paint to make 
different marks. 

In this unit children will explore 
different materials and how these 
can be used to create different 
effects.  They will investigate 
different textures and will practise 
printing using paint. 

In this unit children will 
investigate collage materials to 
create a desired outcome. They 
will use paint freely, giving some 
meaning to the marks they make 
and manipulate different 
materials in their play. 

In this unit children will begin to 
select their own resources 
appropriately. They will use 
different materials and begin to 
investigate the materials with 
their senses. 

In this unit children will explore 
printing using paints. They will 
explore materials and textures 
and begin to talk about them. 
Children will use paint freely and 
begin to give meaning to the 
marks which they make. 

Children will… -Select different colours of paint 
- Make marks with paint using 
fingers. 
- Use a brush to make marks 
and begin to give meaning to 
the marks 
- Begin to make marks that 
represent themselves 

-Make marks with chalk to 
represent fireworks. 
- Explore splatting and flicking paint 
to create marks. 
- Discover different ways to make 
marks such a blowing paint. 

- Use tissue paper and glue to 
create sea turtles. 
- Print sea creatures using paint. 
- Explore the texture of sand paint 
and use this to make sand 
paintings. 
- Make marks in foam using their 
fingers and brushes. 

- Use their senses to explore 
collage materials to create a 
snail.   
- Explore mud and manipulate 
this in their play. 
- Select the colours of paint to 
create their own bug using 
paint brushes. 

- Select appropriate resources 
to make their own Gingerbread 
Man using craft materials. 
- Use pencils and crayons to 
mark make and create 
representations of characters 
from familiar stories. 

- Print animal tracks using paint and 
investigate the different marks they 
print. 
- Use fur and other materials to 
create a familiar animal and begin to 
talk about how it looks and feels. 
- Select their own colours and tools 
for painting and paint an animal, 
giving meaning to the marks they 
make. 

Development 
Matters (Birth 

to three) 

-Start to make marks 
intentionally. 
-Explore paint, using fingers and 
other parts of their bodies as 
well as brushes and other tools. 
-Express ideas and feelings 
through making marks, and 
sometimes give a meaning to 
the marks they make. 
-Explore different materials, 

using all their senses to 
investigate them. 
-Manipulate and play with 
different materials. 
-Use their imagination as they 
consider what they can do with 
different materials. 
 

-Start to make marks intentionally. 
-Explore paint, using fingers and 
other parts of their bodies as well 
as brushes and other tools. 
-Express ideas and feelings through 
making marks, and sometimes give 
a meaning to the marks they make. 
-Explore different materials, using 
all their senses to investigate them. 
-Manipulate and play with different 

materials. 
-Use their imagination as they 
consider what they can do with 
different materials. 
 

-Start to make marks intentionally. 
-Explore paint, using fingers and 
other parts of their bodies as well 
as brushes and other tools. 
-Express ideas and feelings 
through making marks, and 
sometimes give a meaning to the 
marks they make. 
-Explore different materials, using 
all their senses to investigate 

them. 
-Manipulate and play with 
different materials. 
-Use their imagination as they 
consider what they can do with 
different materials. 
 

-Start to make marks 
intentionally. 
-Explore paint, using fingers 
and other parts of their bodies 
as well as brushes and other 
tools. 
-Express ideas and feelings 
through making marks, and 
sometimes give a meaning to 
the marks they make. 

-Explore different materials, 
using all their senses to 
investigate them. 
-Manipulate and play with 
different materials. 
-Use their imagination as they 
consider what they can do 
with different materials. 

-Start to make marks 
intentionally. 
-Explore paint, using fingers and 
other parts of their bodies as 
well as brushes and other tools. 
-Express ideas and feelings 
through making marks, and 
sometimes give a meaning to 
the marks they make. 
-Explore different materials, 

using all their senses to 
investigate them. 
-Manipulate and play with 
different materials. 
-Use their imagination as they 
consider what they can do with 
different materials. 
 

-Start to make marks intentionally. 
-Explore paint, using fingers and 
other parts of their bodies as well 
as brushes and other tools. 
-Express ideas and feelings 
through making marks, and 
sometimes give a meaning to the 
marks they make. 
-Explore different materials, using 
all their senses to investigate 

them. 
-Manipulate and play with 
different materials. 
-Use their imagination as they 
consider what they can do with 
different materials. 
 

New 
Vocabulary 

Paint, marks, brush Chalk, splat, flick, blow. Tissue paper, glue, stick, feel, print Collage, mud,  
 
 

craft, crayons, draw,  Print, fur, soft, rough, feel.  

Future Learning In Nursery children will use 
paint and collage materials to 
create a representation of 
themselves. 

In Nursery, children will continue to 
build on their experiences of using 
different techniques with paint by 
printing firework pictures. 

In Nursery, children will continue 
to investigate different materials 
and select appropriate materials 
for tasks. They will print using 
paint and use different objects to 
print different shapes. 

In Nursery, children will use 
paint to create 
representations of objects and 
animals and will give meaning 
to the marks they make. 

In Nursery, children will use 
different materials such as 
boxes, felt and wool to create a 
desired outcome. They will use 
pens, pencils and chalks to 
begin observational drawing. 

In Nursery, children will develop 
their own ideas of what to make 
and the appropriate materials to 
support their ideas. 



Whole School Art and Design Curriculum Overview: Nursery 

Nursery Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Marvellous Me Colour and Light Out of this world Ready, steady, grow! I need a hero…. Home and Away 

Curriculum 
Enrichment 

-Visit from new mum and baby 
– Autumn Day 
-Fruit tasting 

-Pyjama story day 
-Halloween party 

-Remembrance day 
-World nursery rhyme day 
-Surprise visit from Santa 

-Christmas party 
-Christmas performance 
-Snowman story session 

-Space dress up day 
-Chinese New Year- food tasting 

 

-Caterpillar eggs  
-World book day 
-Easter egg hunt 

-Surprise visit from Easter bunny 

-Superhero dress up day 
-Dentist visit 
-PCSOs visit 

 
 

-Walk of local area (Wheel of 
Light) 

-Obstacle course 
-Summer story evening 
-Graduation day/party 

 

Unit Overview In this unit children will begin to 
create representations of 
themselves using paint and 
collage materials.  Children will 
mark make using pencils and 
pens and give meanings to the 
marks they make. 

In this unit children will explore 
different colours and begin to 
investigate what happens when 
colours are mixed. Children will 
investigate clay and learn how to 
manipulate it to create a lamp. 

In this unit children will use chalks 
and textured paint to make space 
pictures. They will use a range of 
resources and materials to build a 
space rocket. 

In this unit children will explore 
printing and discover how 
different objects create different 
marks. Children will be 
introduced to observational 
drawing and use appropriate 
colours and shapes to represent 
an object. 

In this unit children will develop 
their own ideas and select 
materials and textures to 
create their own Superhero. 
Children will talk about what 
they have used and share their 
thoughts and ideas with others. 

In this unit children will 
experience mark making using 
different mediums such as 
pencils, charcoal and paint. They 
will begin to draw landmarks 
which are familiar to them using 
straight and curved lines. 

Children will… 
- Use large paintbrushes to 
make marks and give meaning 
to the marks  
-Begin to understand that they 
can use paint to create a 
representation of themselves. 
- Choose appropriate colours 
and materials to represent 
themselves. 
- Represent a face with a circle 
and add features of their face. 

- Begin to understand that 
different tools and techniques 
can be used to create different 
marks e.g fireworks 
- Use materials to recreate things 
they have seen. 
- Begin to develop an 
understanding of how colours are 
mixed and how they change. 
- Know that adding white to a 
colour will make the colour 
change. 
-Manipulate clay to create a 
desired outcome. 

- Create a closed shape using 
textured paint to create a moon. 
- Add detail to their moon by 
printing craters. 
- Select their resources and 
materials to create their own space 
rocket. 
- Discover ways to join materials 
together to bring their ideas to life. 

- Select appropriate sponges and 
colours to print a caterpillar.  
- Begin to understand how to use 
paint and folded paper to create 
a symmetrical butterfly 
- Use pencils to represent 
different parts of the life cycle 
talk about what they have drawn. 
- Use appropriate colours and 
lines to represent a daffodil. 

- Talk about their Superhero 
and say what they look like and 
powers they have. 
- Use materials and different 
mediums to represent their 
ideas. 
- Explore different ways to join 
materials and manipulate them 
to suit their ideas. 
- Use boxes to create buildings 
they have seen. 

- Recognise familiar landmarks 
they have seen and use pencils to 
represent them. 
- Explore charcoal and the marks 
they can make with it. 
- Use charcoal to draw curved 
and straight lines to represent the 
‘Wheel of Light’. 
-  

Development 
Matters (3-

4yrs) 

-Explore different materials 

freely, in order to develop their 
ideas about how to use them 
and what to make. 
-Develop their own ideas and 
then decide which materials to 
use to express them. 
-Join different materials and 
explore different textures. 
-Create closed shapes with 
continuous lines, and begin to 
use these shapes to represent 
objects. 
-Draw with increasing 
complexity and detail, such as 
representing a face with a circle 
and including details. 
-Use drawing to represent ideas 
like movement or loud noises. 

-Explore different materials 

freely, in order to develop their 
ideas about how to use them and 
what to make. 
-Develop their own ideas and 
then decide which materials to 
use to express them. 
-Join different materials and 
explore different textures. 
-Create closed shapes with 
continuous lines, and begin to 
use these shapes to represent 
objects. 
-Draw with increasing complexity 
and detail, such as representing a 
face with a circle and including 
details. 
-Use drawing to represent ideas 
like movement or loud noises. 

-Explore different materials freely, 

in order to develop their ideas 
about how to use them and what to 
make. 
-Develop their own ideas and then 
decide which materials to use to 
express them. 
-Join different materials and explore 
different textures. 
-Create closed shapes with 
continuous lines, and begin to use 
these shapes to represent objects. 
-Draw with increasing complexity 
and detail, such as representing a 
face with a circle and including 
details. 
-Use drawing to represent ideas like 
movement or loud noises. 

-Explore different materials 

freely, in order to develop their 
ideas about how to use them and 
what to make. 
-Develop their own ideas and 
then decide which materials to 
use to express them. 
-Join different materials and 
explore different textures. 
-Create closed shapes with 
continuous lines, and begin to use 
these shapes to represent 
objects. 
-Draw with increasing complexity 
and detail, such as representing a 
face with a circle and including 
details. 
-Use drawing to represent ideas 
like movement or loud noises. 

-Explore different materials 

freely, in order to develop their 
ideas about how to use them 
and what to make. 
-Develop their own ideas and 
then decide which materials to 
use to express them. 
-Join different materials and 
explore different textures. 
-Create closed shapes with 
continuous lines, and begin to 
use these shapes to represent 
objects. 
-Draw with increasing 
complexity and detail, such as 
representing a face with a circle 
and including details. 
-Use drawing to represent 
ideas like movement or loud 
noises. 

-Explore different materials 

freely, in order to develop their 
ideas about how to use them and 
what to make. 
-Develop their own ideas and 
then decide which materials to 
use to express them. 
-Join different materials and 
explore different textures. 
-Create closed shapes with 
continuous lines, and begin to use 
these shapes to represent 
objects. 
-Draw with increasing complexity 
and detail, such as representing a 
face with a circle and including 
details. 
-Use drawing to represent ideas 
like movement or loud noises. 



-Show different emotions in 
their drawings and paintings, 
like happiness, sadness, fear etc 
-Explore colour and colour-
mixing 

-Show different emotions in their 
drawings and paintings, like 
happiness, sadness, fear etc 
-Explore colour and colour-mixing 

-Show different emotions in their 
drawings and paintings, like 
happiness, sadness, fear etc 
-Explore colour and colour-mixing 

-Show different emotions in their 
drawings and paintings, like 
happiness, sadness, fear etc 
-Explore colour and colour-mixing 

-Show different emotions in 
their drawings and paintings, 
like happiness, sadness, fear 
etc 
-Explore colour and colour-
mixing 

-Show different emotions in their 
drawings and paintings, like 
happiness, sadness, fear etc 
-Explore colour and colour-mixing 

New 
Vocabulary 

Self portrait, paint, skin colour,  
 

Primary colours, colour mixing, 
lighter, darker 

Texture, craters, circle, paint, white, 
materials, rocket, join, connect 

Observational drawing, printing, 
lines, straight, curved,  

Materials, cardboard, plastic, 
joining, fixing, modelling 

Charcoal, wheel, line, shade, 
curved 

Prior learning In Pre-school, children will have 
explored paint and the marks 
they can make.  

In Pre-school, children will have 
selected colours and be able to 
name primary and secondary 
colours. 

In Pre-school, children will have 
investigated different materials and 
explored how they can be used. 

In Pre-school, children will have 
done mark making with pencils 
and crayons and may have given 
some meaning to the marks they 
make. 

In Pre-school, children will have 
investigated materials and 
selected materials they want to 
use for a purpose. 

In Pre-school, children will have 
practised making different marks 
using different tools and 
mediums. 

Future 
learning 

In Reception, children will 
continue to investigate using 
line and form to create 
representations of themselves 

including the body. 

In Reception, children will 
explore colour in the natural 
world and how they can change 
colours by adding different 

amounts of white. 

In Reception, children will continue 
to develop their knowledge and 
skills of materials and how they can 
be used to bring their ideas to life. 

In Reception, children will 
continue to develop their 
observational drawing skills using 
different mediums. 

In Reception, children will study 
the work of Gaudi and his use 
of materials and light. 

In Reception, children will to use 
a range of mediums to create 
accurate representations of 
things they have seen. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Whole School Art and Design Curriculum Overview: Reception 
 

Reception Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Altogether now It’s Magic! Looking to the Future Grow, grow, growing Grand Designs Let’s Discover 

Curriculum 
Enrichment 

-Halloween disco -Remembrance day 
-World Nursery Rhyme Week 

-Snowman story session 
-Surprise visit from Santa 

-Christmas party 

-PCSO vist 
- ‘When I grow up’ dress up 

day 
-Valentines disco  

-Visit to Swithen’s Farm 
-World book day 
-Easter egg hunt 

-Surprise visit from Easter bunny 

-Local Walk  -Visit to Yorkshire Wildlife Park 
-Obstacle course 

-Summer story evening 
-Summer festival  

Unit Overview In this unit children will 
investigate line and form to 
create representations of 
themselves using pencils and 
paint. Children will engage in 
representational mark making 
and make models using a variety 
of construction materials.  

In this unit children will study the 
different marks they can make to 
add detail to their pictures. They 
will investigate colour through 
observation of the natural world 
and explore the work of artist Andy 
Goldsworthy. 

In this unit children will 
represent occupations and 
jobs using different materials 
and tools. They will use a 
range of textures for collage, 
paint their own 
representations of people in 
their uniforms and use 
construction materials to 
represent different work 
places and settings. 

In this unit children will observe 
flowers, trees and plants as they 
grow. They will paint daffodils and 
use collage to create landscapes, 
overlapping colours and observing 
change. We will look at form when 
we are drawing animals from our 
trip. 

In this unit children will study 
the work of architect and artist 
Antonio Gaudi. The children will 
discuss the materials he used 
and his use of light. They will 
create a tissue paper collage to 
create their own Gaudi layer 
different colours and use the 
light to show how it can change 
the feeling and mood of the 
piece of work.  

In this unit children will use their 
skills and knowledge to create 
their own pieces of art and 
sculpture through open ended 
activities. They will build on 
previously learnt skills and 
techniques to select materials, join 
resources and create their ideas 
and designs. They will be able to 
share their creations with others 
and talk about how they have 
made them. 

Children will… - paint a full body picture of 
themselves using appropriate 
tools and colour. 
- use lines and colour to create 
pictures that represent 
themselves and others. 
- select appropriate materials 
and use techniques to create 
models. 

- Draw and paint Autumn leaves 
looking closely at detail and how to 
add this to their pictures. 
-Create colour changing paintings 
after observing Autumn changes 
outside. 
- Look at the work of Andy 
Goldsworthy and create an Andy 
Goldsworthy inspired piece. 
-Be able to explain what they have 
made and how they have made it. 
- Design and create an individual 

Christmas card, selecting 
appropriate tools and materials to 
create their design. 

-Draw themselves in their 
chosen occupation selecting 
colours for uniform. 
- Paint people from different 
occupations. 
- Making collage landscapes 
using different materials 
- Use box modelling to create 
work places such as police 
station, fire station etc. 
-Be able to talk about their 
model and share their creation 

and ideas with others. 
 

- Draw animals looking closely at 
shape and pattern. 
- Make patterns using contrasting 
colours such as black paint on 
white paper e.g. dots and wavy 
lines 
-Using nature to inspire drawings, 
using sticks as a tool to paint 
blossom 
-Using oil pastels to create 
sunflowers 
-Painting daffodils, observing 

closely and using appropriate 
colours 
-Design and make individual Easter 
cards 

-Make a collage based on 
Gaudi’s work using tissue paper 
and glue. 
-Exploring weaving with paper to 
create a pattern 
-Use a range of construction 
material to make models based 
on buildings from around the 
world- Eifel Tower, Big Ben 
 
The children will work in 3D 
after a discussion about the 

Sagrada Familia. 

- Make Noah’s Ark from 
cardboard, discussing their own 
ideas  
- Paint and draw animals using 
mixed media  
- Use open ended resources to 
practise previously learnt skills 
Making models to reflect Gaudi’s 
work in Barcelona Independent 3D 
and 2D work when children use 
their skills to produce independent 
work 

 
 

Development 
Matters 

(Reception) 

-Explore, use and refine a variety 
of artistic effects to express their 
ideas and feelings. 
-Return to and build on their 
previous learning, refining ideas 
and developing their ability to 
represent them. 
-Create collaboratively sharing 
ideas, resources and skills. 
 

-Explore, use and refine a variety of 
artistic effects to express their 
ideas and feelings. 
-Return to and build on their 
previous learning, refining ideas 
and developing their ability to 
represent them. 
-Create collaboratively sharing 
ideas, resources and skills. 
 

-Explore, use and refine a 
variety of artistic effects to 
express their ideas and 
feelings. 
-Return to and build on their 
previous learning, refining 
ideas and developing their 
ability to represent them. 
-Create collaboratively sharing 
ideas, resources and skills. 
 

-Explore, use and refine a variety 
of artistic effects to express their 
ideas and feelings. 
-Return to and build on their 
previous learning, refining ideas 
and developing their ability to 
represent them. 
-Create collaboratively sharing 
ideas, resources and skills. 
 

-Explore, use and refine a variety 
of artistic effects to express their 
ideas and feelings. 
-Return to and build on their 
previous learning, refining ideas 
and developing their ability to 
represent them. 
-Create collaboratively sharing 
ideas, resources and skills. 
 

-Explore, use and refine a variety 
of artistic effects to express their 
ideas and feelings. 
-Return to and build on their 
previous learning, refining ideas 
and developing their ability to 
represent them. 
-Create collaboratively sharing 
ideas, resources and skills. 
 



Early Learning 
Goal 

ELG Expressive arts and design - Creating with Materials 
✓ Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function. 
✓ Share their creations, explaining the process they have used. 
✓ Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories. 

 

New 
Vocabulary 

Line, form, representation, 
portrait,  

Marks, details, shade Model, design, building, idea,  Observational drawing, design, 
landscape, form 

Gaudi, layers, light, design, 
architect, 

Sculpture, technique, model, 
design 

Prior learning In Nursery, children will have 
explored paint to make a self 
portrait.  

In Nursery, children will have 
explored colour and what happens 
when colours are mixed. 

In Nursery, children will have 
begun to experiment with box 
modelling and using different 
materials. 

In Nursery, children will have 
experienced observational drawing 
of Spring flowers looking at colour 
and lines. 

In Nursery, children will have 
explored the work of Jackson 
Pollock and experimented 
painting in the style of his work. 

In Nursery, children have had the 
opportunity to explore materials 
and structures to create their own 
models independently. 

Future 
learning 

In Year 1, children will continue 
to develop art and design 
techniques such as drawing 
using line, shape, form and 
space.  

In Year 1, children will continue to 
learn about primary and secondary 
colours and experiment with mixing 
colours to make the one they need. 

In Year 1, children will look at 
sculptures and use different 
materials to make their own 
sculpture. 

In Year 1, children will carry out 
observational drawing of 
sculptures and learn how to record 
what is in front of them by 
drawing.  

In Year 1, children will study the 
work of different artists such as 
Henri Matisse and Henry Moore. 

In Year 1, children will look in 
more depth at sculptures with a 
visit to the Yorkshire Sculpture 
park a study of Henry Moore. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Whole School Art and Design Curriculum Weekly Overview: Year 1 

 
Year 1 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Exploring Lines and Colour 

Artist Inspiration - 
 Joan Miro 

 

Exploring Shape 
Artist Inspiration - 

Henri Matisse 

  

Exploring Sculpture 
Artist Inspiration - 

Henry Moore  
 

Week 1 Introduce drawing skills and techniques based on line. Let 
children practice drawing thick/thin lines, dark/light lines, 
straight/ wavy/curved lines, long/short lines. Children to 
use drawing pencil, biro pen and charcoal, oil pastels. 
Move on to children drawing figures only using line, using 
biro pen, drawing pencil, charcoal. 

Introduce observational drawing techniques. Children to 
create observational drawings of leaves and flowers 
using drawing pencil.  

Introduce hatching and scumbling techniques and let 
children practice doing this with biro pen, drawing pencil, 
charcoal. 
Move on to drawing different shapes in 3D  
by applying the hatching and scumbling techniques. 
After that, children turn circles/ovals into 3d forms by 
adding shadow - pen, pencil, charcoal 

 

Week 2 Create a Joan Miro mood board.  
Have pictures of Joan Miro and his artwork including 
animal paintings and paintings of people. 
Look at the different colours used in his artwork 
Children to include simple facts about Joan Miro on the 
mood board 
Children to focus on drawing a part of a Joan Miro 
drawing or painting or focus on drawing all of it.  
Children to use oil pastels when creating their mood 
board. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recap colour theory, focusing on primary colours and 
secondary colours. 
 
Create a Henry Matisse mood board. 
Have pictures of Henry Matisse and of his artwork.  
Children to focus on how he uses colour, shapes, 
patterns and lines in his artwork. 
Children to include simple facts about Henry Matisse on 
their mood board. 
Children to stick his images on to their mood board and 
draw from these. 
Colour to be added to the mood board using oil pastels 
and colour mixing with them. 
 
 
 

Create a Henry Moore mood board  
Have pictures of Henry Moore and his abstract forms and 
animal drawings – include simple facts about Henry 
Moore and his sculptures and drawings. 
Children to focus on drawing parts or all of Henry 
Moore’s drawings or abstract forms using mixed drawing 
materials. 
 

Week 3 Introduce the colour theory lesson by introducing the 
primary colours and how they can’t be made.  
Discuss primary colours being mixed together to make 
secondary colours. 
Children to experiment making a colour wheel and adding 
in new secondary colours. 
Children to create colour wheels with secondary colours 
in books using ready mixed paint. 

Introduce the artwork that Matisse has created based 
on collage and the way that he has created artwork by 
cutting paper and by tearing paper for his pictures. 
Children to experiment with collage and different 
papers. Children to cut different leave shaped paper and 
to try and tear leaf shaped paper as part of 
experimenting with collage. 

Use clay or play doh to create an experimental sculptural 
session  
Children to begin to understand form and how to 
manipulate materials – photograph for books 



Week 4 Children to look at the different paintings by Joan Miro. 
Children to start drawing shapes on to their piece of paper 
and then add the paint using the colours that Joan Miro 
uses. Once finished children to add black in the way that 
Joan Miro does on his artwork. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduce the technique of printing using polystyrene 
tiles, rollers and paint trays. 
Demonstrate how to draw a leaf into the polystyrene 
tile using a pencil. Then show how to use the roller and 
paint and how to apply it on to the tile. 
Children to experiment with drawing a leaf shape into a 
polystyrene tile and printing with it into their Art and 
Design books. Children to do repeat printing with their 
tile but only using the same colour. 
 

Keep polystyrene tile for final piece of work. 
 

Draw one of Henry Moore’s sculptures looking at line 
and form using drawing pencil 
Move on to create their own abstract sculpture design in 
books and apply shade.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 5 Children to look at the artwork created by Joan Miro of 
imaginative figures. 
Children to then draw their own imaginative figure using 
drawing pencil, focusing on using line and shape as Joan 
Miro uses these in his artwork.  
Children to then fill in the shapes using colour – oil 
pastels. 
 

Children to create their own collage base in their Art and 
Design books by cutting and tearing different coloured 
paper, then gluing it onto their Art and Design page. 
 
 
 
 
 

Children to make their abstract sculpture in the style of 
Henry Moore in clay. 

Week 6 Children to add black lines to their Joan Miro inspired 
artwork. Children to also add any details that are needed.  
 
Children to evaluate their artwork in their Art and Design 
book. 

Children to use their polystyrene printing tile from week 
4 to create a print on top of their collage background. 
Recap how to use the roller and paint and how to apply 
it to their tile, as well as how to turn the tile over and 
press it down on top of their collage background. 

 
Children to evaluate their work artwork in their Art and 
Design book. 
 
 

Children to varnish their own abstract sculpture in the 
style of Henry Moore and evaluate it in their Art and 
Design book. 
Take a photograph to go in books. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Whole School Art and Design Curriculum Overview: Year 2 

 
Year 2 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Exploring Colour and Style 

Artist Inspriation –  
Viktor Bevanda – an autistic artist 

 

Exploring Flowers 
Artist Inspiration –  

 Kate Kyehyun Park and Georgia O’ Keefe  

 

Exploring Perceptions 
Artist Inspiration - 

Charles McGee   

Week 1 Introduce drawing animal faces and the techniques of 
how to do this.  
Demonstrate how to identify and break down the face 
shape of an animal into clear shapes. 
Once these shapes have been identified and drawn, show 
the children how to use the outline of the shapes to 
create the facial features of the animal that they are 
drawing. 
The outline of the shapes need to be highlighted using oil 
pastel to create a piece of artwork in the style of Viktor 
Bevanda.  
 

Introduce using observational drawing skills to draw 
flowers.  
Demonstrate how to look at line, shape, form, tone 
when drawing a flower through observation. 
 
Children to use drawing pencils, black pens or charcoal 
when creating an observational drawing of a flower. 
 

Introduce drawing different repeated patterns using 
simple shapes and lines using drawing pencil. 
Children to draw different repeated patterns using 
simple shapes and lines – using pencil in their books. 

Week 2 Create a Viktor Bevanda mood board.  
Children to have pictures of Victor Bevanda and his 
different pieces of artwork.  
Children to add facts about Viktor Bevanda on to their 
mood board as well as his artwork.  
Children to use oil pastels and colouring pencils to create 
bright, bold, close up and enlarged drawings on the mood 
board. This can be by drawing in the gaps between images 
that have been stuck on to their mood board. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Create an artist mood board based on the artists Kate 
Kyehuan Park and Georgia O’ Keefe. 
Children to have pictures of Georgia O’ Keefe and Kate 
Kyehun Park and their different pieces of artwork.  
Children to add facts about Georgia O’ Keefe and Kate 
Kyehun Park on to their mood board as well as their 
artwork.  
Children to compare and contrast both artists’ work and  
use drawing pencils and colouring pencils to draw from 
the artists’ images.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Create a Charles McGee mood board. Experimenting 
with his use of pattern, line and shape – using 
monochrome materials – black biro pens, black and 
white oil pastels, black and white chalks  



Week 3 Introduce the colour theory lesson by recapping the 
primary colours and secondary colours  
Discuss primary colours being mixed together to make 
secondary colours. 
Introduce mixing shade by adding white to one colour to 
make a “tint.” 
Demonstrate adding white to one colour and how adding 
more white, the paler the “tint” becomes. 
Children to experiment adding white to one colour to 
make a “tint.” 

Recap the concept of creating different tints when 
painting. Go over how keep adding white to one colour 
makes the tint paler and paler. 
Introduce how to create different shades by keep 
adding black to a colour to make it darker and darker. 
 
Discuss and demonstrate how to use watercolour paints 
to create tints and shades. 
Children to experiment with watercolour paints to 
create their own tints and shades. 

Children to experiment with pattern making using 
printmaking – black and white mono print patterns using 
small objects to print with and mark making patterns 
using black biro pen, black chalk, black oil pastels, black 
colouring pencil, black felt tip. 
Children to be given strips of paper and stick some strips 
of paper in books once they have put patterns on them 
and adults to keep some as spares.  

Week 4 Children to experiment with different sized paintbrushes 
and how they make different lines, some thick, some thin. 
Children to then use the paintbrushes to create an animal 
painting in the style of Viktor Bevanda. When the painting 
is finished, children to outline it in black. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children to create an observational drawing of a flower 
picture by Georgia O’Keefe and a flower picture by Kate 
Kyehun Park, using their drawing pencil. 
Children to then create a pale base colour for each 
flower and paint the individual flowers. When the 
flowers are dry, children to create a darker shade of 
paint and add this to their flowers to show detail. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children to experiment with paper sculpture using their 
own patterned paper strips. Children to cut shapes and 
different shaped strips from their strips of patterned 
paper from last week and weave them in and out of each 
other showing a layer technique. 
Children to practice making their 3D sculpture weave 
effect and adults to take photograph for books. Children 
to save their patterned paper strips for next week.        
 
                                    
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Week 5 Children to use a drawing pencil to create an outline of an 
animal different to those painted by Victor Bevanda. 
Children to then use oil pastels to create blocks of colour 
within their animal outline, in the style of Victor Bevanda. 
 
 
 
 
 

Children to draw their own flower in the style of either 
Kate Kyehun Park or Georgia O’Keefe.  
Then create a pale base colour using one colour from 
the watercolour palette and apply it to their flower 
drawing. When it’s dry, create a darker shade to add 
detail to their flower painting. 
 
 
 
 

Children to create their final paper weave onto black 
mounting card using their experimental pattern pieces of 
paper from last week. 
Adults to take photos and stick them in books. 

Work to be used for a display. 

Week 6 Children to outline their animal picture using black. 
 
Children to evaluate their animal picture in their books. 
 

Children to add final detail to their flower painting using 
fine liner pens. 
 
Children to evaluate their flower painting in their Art 
and Design books. 
 

Children to evaluate their paper weave sculpture in their 
books. 
 

 
 



Whole School Art and Design Curriculum Overview: Year 3 

 
Year 3 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Exploring Form 
Artist Inspiration - 

Faith Ringgold and Neanderthal Art 
 

Exploring Portraits 
Artist Inspiration –  

Charlotte Crawford – The Autistic Artist 
 

 

Exploring Egyptian Art  
Artist Inspiration –  

Gustav Klimt 

Week 1 Introduce Cave Art drawings and Neanderthal Art. 
Discuss the different pictures that can be seen in the cave 
art – animals/figures. 
Demonstrate drawing the Neanderthal animals and 
figures in charcoal. 
Children to use the charcoal to draw the different 
Neanderthal animals and figures. 
 
 

 Create a Charlotte Crawford – The Autistic Artist mood 
board. Experiment with colour and create drawings 
from her work in drawing materials / soft pastels and oil 
pastels, felt tip pens. 
 

Children to stick different images of Charlotte 
Crawford’s work on to their mood board.  
Children to write facts about Charlotte Crawford on 
their mood board.  
 
 
 

Introduce Egyptian art and where it is found. Discuss 
how Egyptian artwork is mainly patterns. Show children 
Egyptian death masks and how patterns are on those. 
 
Children to have pictures of the Egyptian patterns in 
their Art and Design books and they have to continue the 
pattern using their drawing pencil.  
 
Children to have a picture of half a death mask stuck in 
to their Art and Design books. Children to draw the other 
half of the death mask. 

Week 2 Discuss how Neanderthal artists tell stories through their 
cave drawings. Explain how the cave drawings show how 
they lived and things that they did. Explain how the cave 
drawings had a purpose to the Neanderthals. 
Introduce the artist Faith Ringgold and discuss how she 
tells stories through her artwork. 
Children to create a comparison between Neanderthal art 
and Faith Ringgold’s modern art. Children to use a double 
page to show the comparison between them both. 
Children to focus on how story telling has changed 
through art. 
Children to stick different images in from Neanderthal art 
and from Faith Ringgold’s artwork and annotate the work 
and the meanings behind the artwork. 
Children to draw from the different images using mixed 
media. 
 

Recap colour theory based on primary and secondary 
colours. Introduce tertiary colours and how they are 
made. Children to experiment making a colour wheel 
and adding in new tertiary colours. Children to create 
colour wheels with tertiary colours in books. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduce the children to the artist Gustav Klimt and his 
artwork.   
Focus on Gustav Klimt’s “Tree of Life” paintings and his 
use of patterns and symbols. His “Tree of Life” artwork 
was inspired by Ancient Egyptian artwork. 
 
Children to create a Gustav Klimt mood board, focusing 
on the image of “Tree of Life” and the close up of the 
patterns within that painting. 
Children to stick different images of the “Tree of Life” on 
to their mood board and close up of his pattern work. 
Once images are stuck in, children to draw from them 
and continue the pattern. Children to use colouring 
pencils, metallic pens, oil pastels or felt tips. Children to 
write facts about Gustav Klimt on their mood board.  
 



Week 3 Recap painting techniques learnt so far – how to create 
neutral shades through colour mixing. 
Go over how adding white to a colour makes it a lighter 
shade and how adding black to a colour makes it a darker 
shade. 
Children to use a page in their Art and Design book to 
experiment with using white and black to create lighter 
and darker shades of different colours. 
 
Demonstrate how to explore textural painting using 
different mark making materials. 
 
Children to use different mark making materials to 
explore textural painting.  
 

 Children to stick a Charlotte Crawford portrait image in 
books. Demonstrate and discuss how to pick out colours 
in the portrait. Children to experiment mixing the same 
colours seen, around the image. Children to use paint 
and different sized brushes to explore lines and texture 
when painting around the portrait.  
 

Children to design their own Egyptian death mask. The 
children need to draw a large outline of their death mask 
in their books which has been inspired by Ancient Egypt 
and Klimt. 
Children to then experiment painting patterns on to their 
death mask design using small/thin brushes and 
experimenting with brushstrokes.  
Children to use black, turquoise and red ready mix paint. 
 

Week 4 Demonstrate painting outlines of different animals using 
only thin lines and thin brush strokes. 
Children to choose different pictures of animals and they 
then have to choose the correct sized paintbrush and 
then paint the outline of the chosen animal using thin 
lines and thin brush strokes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Introduce drawing self portraits from a photo.  
Children to have a portrait photo of themselves.  
Discuss looking at their own photo and focusing on their 
face shape. Model how to draw a face shape by looking 
at a portrait photo. 
Move on to discuss layering shapes to create a face 
portrait drawing, focusing on each feature – e.g how to 
draw a nose, mouth etc.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children to create a death mask using the cardboard 
mask armature. They will create the back part of the 
death mask that the cardboard mask will be stuck to 
with masking tape. 
Children can work in pairs on this. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 5 
Demonstrate how to create an abstract textured 
background using neutral colours as covered in week 3. 
Children to create their own abstract textured 
background using different mark making materials. 
Children to use neutral colours that have been created by 
adding white to make the neutral colour lighter or by 
adding black to make the neutral colour darker. 
 
     

Children to compare their self portrait to a portrait of 
Charlotte Crawford’s, looking at how she uses colour in 
her artwork. Children to create the outlines of where 
the colours are going to go on their own self portrait. 
Introduce the concept of how to build a painting. 
Demonstrate how to identify the base colours. Children 
to paint the base colour in their portrait and let it dry 
and then build on top. 
 

                                                                           

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Children to use Modroc to cover the mask armature 
created last week. 
 
 



Week 6 Children to paint the outlines of animals or figures using 
thin lines and thin brush strokes on to their textured 
background that was created last week. 
 
Children to evaluate their learning in their Art and Design 
book. 

 
 
 
 

 

Children to add final layer of paint using different 
colours and then leaving to dry, if needed. 
 
Children to outline the self portrait and any details in 
black. 
 
Children to evaluate their work. 

Children to paint their death mask using gold acrylic 
paint. Apply the paint using sponges.  
 
Week 7 
Children to paint their details and patterns on to the 
death mask using fine brushes in the style of Gustav 
Klimt. 
 
Children to evaluate their work in their art and design 
books. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Whole School Art and Design Curriculum Overview: Year 4 

 
Year 4 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Exploring Materials 

Artist Inspiration - 
Barbara Hepworth 

 Exploring Natural Objects 
Artist Inspiration –  

 Alma Thomas 

Exploring Pop Art 
Artist Inspiration - Andy Warhol 

   

Week 1 Introduce the lesson by asking the children “What do you 
know about sculpture?” “What is sculpture?” 
Show the children examples of sculptures and drawings of 
sculptures and discuss them. 
Demonstrate how a sculpture can be made from tin foil. 
Children to create their own 3D tin foil sculpture. Then 
children to sketch their tin foil sculpture using different 
media, drawing pencil, oil pastels, charcoal. 
Demonstrate how to make a drawing 3D by adding tone 
and then children to add tone to their observational 
drawing if their 3D tin foil sculpture. 
 

Introduce different shading techniques – hatching, cross 
hatching, stippling, scumbling, contour shading and 
finger blending.  
Demonstrate and discuss how to do each of these 
shading techniques.   
Children to practise the shading techniques in their Art 
and Design books. 
 
Introduce different ammonite fossils or pictures and 
discuss the line, shape, tone, pattern on them.  
Demonstrate how to draw an ammonite fossil using 
drawing pencils. Show how to apply shade to make the 
drawing look 3D using shadows and highlights. 
 
Children to draw an ammonite fossil in their Art and 
Design book using drawing pencils. Children to draw 
their fossil using the whole page.  
 

 
 

Introduce observational drawing of fruit to the children. 
Demonstrate what observational drawing is and how it is 
done. 
Discuss line, shape, form, texture when drawing the still 
life objects.    
Explain that this picture will be used in their final piece of 
art work. 
 

Week 2 
Create a Barbara Hepworth mood board focussing on her 
artwork that was inspired by landscapes. 
Discuss her work and how she has created her artwork 
based on landscapes and the media that she has used. 
Children to stick images of Barbara Hepworth and her 
landscape pictures on to their mood board. 
Children to sketch from the images using different media 
– drawing pencil, colouring pencils, oil pastels. 

Introduce the artist Alma Thomas and her artwork.  
Discuss how her work is inspired by nature. 
Look at Alma’s painting “Alma’s Flower Garden.” 

 
 
 
 

Create an Andy Warhol – Pop Art mood board.  
Look at how bright and bold colours are used in his work. 
Discuss his work and how he has printed his image and 
then changed colours to a complimentary colour and 
then printed it again to get his final image.   
Children to include his works of art, Andy Warhol facts 
and pop art facts.  
 
 



Children to annotate Barbara’s work and the meanings of 
her art work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children to create an Alma Thomas mood board. 
Children to stick a picture of Alma Thomas and different 
images of her artwork on to their mood board as well as 
facts about Alma Thomas’ life and her art work.  
Children to create their own visual notes of Alma’s work 
using oil pastels and water colours. 
Children to copy the mosaic style brush strokes that Alma 
uses to create her art work. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 3 Design a sculpture in their books inspired by nature. 
The sculpture can be inspired by Barbara Hepworth’s 
landscape artwork. 
Children will be using things like seed heads, pine cones, 
leaves and different grasses for their sculpture.           
      

Introduce experimenting with different brush strokes 
and watercolour paint. 
Demonstrate different techniques when creating tints 
and shades when using watercolours. 
Explain that when using watercolours, a tint is made by 

mixing more water with a colour to make it paler and a 

shade is made by adding less water to a colour to make 

a darker colour. 

 

Children to experiment with watercolours to make 
different brush strokes and to make different tints and 
shades when mixing more or less water with the 
watercolour paint. 

Recap colour theory learnt so far – primary, secondary 
and tertiary colours. Introduce complementary colours. 
Complimentary colours are pairs of colours that contrast 
each other more than any other colour. When the 
complimentary colours are placed next to each other 
they make each other more vibrant and brighter. The 
pairs of colours that complement each other are on the 
opposite sides of the colour wheel. 
 
Complimentary colours are – 

- Green and red 
- Orange and blue 
- Yellow and purple 

 
If complimentary colours are mixed together, they make 
a grey/brown/black colour. 
 
 
Children to use a page in their Art and Design book to 
experiment with complementary colours. Once they 
have mixed 2 of the complimentary colours together 
write a couple of sentences next to it about the 2 colours 
that they have used. Experiment with mixing 2 of the 
complimentary colours and explain in sentences why you 
get the colour that is made. 
 
Demonstrate drawing a still life object and how to apply 
complementary colours to the still life object and the 
background using oil pastels.  
Children to use oil pastels to create a still life drawing of 
an object using complimentary colours for the object 
and the background. 
 
 
 



Week 4 Demonstrate how to join materials together to create an 
armature. 
An armature in sculpture is a skeleton or framework used 
by an artist to support a figure being modelled in soft 
plastic material. An armature can be made from any 
material that is damp-resistant and rigid enough to hold 
such plastic materials as moist clay Mod roc and plaster, 
which are applied to and shaped around it 
 
All children to experiment with forming materials to make 
an armature – newspaper, cardboard, sticks, recycled 
materials, masking tape.  
How could the children create a 3D sculpture using mixed  
media? 
 
Take photos for books. 
 

Demonstrate how to draw an ammonite using drawing 

pencils, focusing on line, shape, form, shade and 

pattern.  

Show the children how to add in Alma Thomas’ mosaic 

style in to their ammonite drawing using oil pastels. 

 

Children to draw an ammonite using drawing pencil, 
focusing on line, shape, form, shade and pattern.  
Children to add in Alma Thomas’ mosaic style using oil 
pastels. 
 

Children to learn about printmaking and make repeat 
prints. 
Demonstrate how to draw a simple shape into a small 
polystyrene tile using a pencil. Then using a roller, cover 
the tile in paint. Then roll the paint over the tile and print 
in to their book.  
Experiment by creating an over print using 2 colours.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 5 Children to look at their Barbara Hepworth inspired 
sculpture design and create their own armature based on 
it.  Children to use the appropriate materials. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children to draw the same ammonite using drawing 
pencil, focusing on line, shape, form, shade and pattern.  
Children to then use watercolour paint to create Alma 
Thomas style mosaic inside the drawn ammonite.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Demonstrate how to draw the final fruit still life design, 
from week 1, into a polystyrene tile and then create 2 
prints. 
Children to draw their final fruit still life design, from 
week 1, into a polystyrene tile and create 2 prints on a 
double page in sketchbooks or 1 print in sketchbooks 
and 1 on paper. This will show that the first print will be 
dark and the second print will be light. Discuss how this 
is called a ghost print. 
 

Week 6 Demonstrate how to use Mod roc when applying it to an 
armature. 
Children to use the Mod roc and apply it to their own 
armature. 
Leave the armature to dry. 
 
Take photos for books. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children to continue working on their ammonite 

painting from last week, using watercolours to create 

Alma Thomas style mosaic inside the ammonite. 

 

Week 7 

Children to evaluate their work in their Art and Design 

books. 
 
 

Demonstrate how to create an overprint using the same 
tile as last week. Discuss using complementary colours. 
Show how to only use brushes to paint the fruit design 
that they carved into their tile last week. Once the fruit 
design has got paint on it, press it over the top of the 
fruit picture from last week and do the same with the 
ghost print.  
 
Children to evaluate the process that they have carried 
out and the art work that they have created. 



 
Week 7 
Children to use sponges to paint their armature. Children 
to have metallic copper paint and neutral colours that 
Barbara Hepworth used on her sculptures. 
 
Take photos for books. 
 
Children to evaluate their learning in their art and design 
books. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Whole School Art and Design Curriculum Overview: Year 5 

 
Year 5 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Exploring hot and cold colours – volcanic artwork 

Artist Inspiration - 
Tim Sorsdahl 

            
 
 

Exploring Graffiti  
Artist Inspiration - 
Banksy and Jonone 

 

            

Exploring Collage 
Artist Inspiration – 

David Hockney, Zaha Hadid and Christopher Wren 

 

Week 1 Discuss landscape drawing and how the focus is creating 
distance  
Explain that distance is created in a landscape picture by 
using background, middle ground and fore ground.  
Show examples of landscapes pointing out back ground, 
middle ground, fore ground. 
 
Go over the different shading techniques – hatching, 
cross hatching, scumbling, stippling, blending and contour 
shading. Discuss which shading techniques identify rough 
or smooth textures. 
Children to practise these techniques in their Art books. 
 
Children to be given a simple landscape to use as a 
stimulus to draw. Children to apply the shading 
techniques to create the three different distances as well 
as detail. 
 

Discuss how street art is used as a tool to create a 
message. 
Introduce the two different street artists - Banksy and 
Jonone. Look at their art work and discuss different facts 
about them and their art work. 
 
Children to create an artist mood board on a double 
page of their Art and Design books. Stick images of the 
two different artists on the mood board as well as the 
artists art work. Children to write facts about each artist.  
Children to annotate their own responses to each 
artist’s art work and draw from the artist’s art work 
using drawing materials.  
 
 
 

Introduce the two architects – Zaha Hadid and 
Christopher Wren. Look at the buildings they have 
designed and discuss any facts about them and the 
architects. 
Children to create a mood board on a double page in Art 
and Design books. Stick images of the buildings in to 
books and write facts about them.  
Children to create observational drawings from images 
using drawing pencil in books. When drawing focus on 
shapes and lines and compare styles of each architect. 
Children to add tone and shade to their drawings as part 
of recapping techniques already learnt. 

 

Week 2 Introduce the artist Tim Sorsdahl and look at his works of 
art and discuss them. 
Discuss different facts about Tim Sorsdahl and his 
artwork. 
 
Children to create a mood board on a double page in Art 
and Design books. Stick a photo of Tim Sorsdahl on to 
their mood board as well as the artist’s art work.  
Children to focus on how Tim Sorsdahl used colour, mood 
and how he had a surrealist element to his work. Children 

Look at Banksy’s art work and discuss the colours that 
he uses when he creates them. 
Discuss Banksy’s use of monochrome colours and how 
he adds red highlights for impact.  
Children explore making different tints and tones using 
black and white paint, in books. 

 
 
 
 

Look at the artist, David Hockney and his digital art which 
is called “joiners.” 
Discuss his techniques and styles when creating the 
“joiners” style artwork.  
Take the school IPads out and photograph different 
buildings around school.  
 
 
 
 
 



to write about how Sorsdahl landscapes are different to 
more realistic landscape paintings. 
Children to draw from the Tim Sorsdahl pictures that they 
have stuck in to their Art book.   
 

  

Week 3 
Introduce experimenting with watercolour paints to 
create different textures and techniques. 
 
Discuss and demonstrate how to create a wash using 
watercolour paints.  
 
Then demonstrate how to use the wet on wet technique. 
Do this by applying wet paint to wet paper or wet paint is 
applied to a wet wash of watercolour paint. This method 
allows colours to blend and bleed into each other. This 
creates soft edges and smooth transitions. 
 
Show the children how to use the watercolours to make 
different tints and tones. 
 
Demonstrate how to create wet paint on dry paper. This 
technique is done by applying wet paint to either dry 
paper or a previously dried layer of paint. This technique 
provides greater control and precision compared to the 
wet on wet technique. 
 
Show the children how use the wax resist technique. This 
is where a wax candle or a wax crayon is used to create a 
pattern or a picture on piece of paper. Then watercolour 
paint is used to create a wash on the paper. The wax 
crayon or wax candle will repel the watercolour paint 
when it is painted over. 

 

Children to experiment with all of these techniques in 
their Art and Design books. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discuss how children need to recall tone and tints from 
last week. 
Introduce drawing around a Maths 2D shape on a piece 
of card e.g. circle, square, triangle, rectangle. 
Cut the shape out and then draw around it on to the 
next clean page in their Art book.  
Use the shape stencil and overlap the shape a few times 
(not many) creating some areas to paint. 
See example below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Then use black and white paint to create the tones and 
tints as Banksy does in his paintings. Use red paint 
within the painting too – Banksy uses it in his paintings. 
Could be used to outline some lines or all lines or just 
used in some sections. 
 

Demonstrate how to create a photo montage using 
Christopher Wren and Zaha Hadid’s buildings in Art and 
Design book. 
Children to create their own photo montage using 
Christopher Wren and Zaha Hadid buildings in their 
books. 
 



Week 4 Look at Tim Sorsdahl landscapes again and discuss. 
 
Discuss and demonstrate how to create a mini 
experimental landscape in the style of Tim Sorsdahl, using 
oil pastel resist and watercolour. 

 
Children to then draw their own landscape, in the style of 
Tim Sorsdahl on a clean page using oil pastels. Then they 
have to create a wash over the top of the oil pastel 
drawing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discuss designing a simple street art image that reflects 
one of our school values.  
Introduce different typography that is easy and simple 
to recreate and use.  
Explain that the children can use both artist’s style in 
their street art image if they would like but it must have 
at least 1 of the artist’s style. 
 
Children to design their own simple street art image 
based on one of our school values in their Art book. 
They need to choose a simple typography from only a 
limited number of examples given to them. Children’s 
designs to include either Banksy’s or Jonone’s style or 
both. They might want to incorporate a simple stencil 
similar to what was used in week 3. 
 
 
 

Recap David Hockney’s “joiners” style of art work. 
Discuss his techniques and styles when creating the 
“joiners” style artwork.  
Explain that the children are going to go outside to take 
lots of photos of the school building from both 
playgrounds and sides of school. 
Discuss taking the school IPads out and how the 
photographs of the school buildings need to be from 
different angles and different view points. 
 
All photos to be printed ready for next week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 5 Children to create a larger version of their own landscape 
drawing in the style of Tim Sorsdahl.  
 
Keep referring back to how Tim Sorsdahl paints his and 
the types of things he includes in his pictures, such as a 
round sun, trees, hills.  
 
Draw all the detail on first including patterns and outlines 
and then go over the details with the oil pastels.  
 
Children to add watercolour paint to different sections. 
 
Children to apply their earlier knowledge of the different 
watercolour technique and textures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children to draw their street art image, that they had 
designed last week, on to paper.  
Then children to paint their street art image, thinking 
about tints and tones, starting light and moving towards 
dark 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Demonstrate how to use the photos of the school 
building to create a photo montage in the style of David 
Hockney’s “joiners.” 
Children to use the photos of the school to create their 
own photo montage in the style of David Hockney’s 
“joiners” in their books. 



 
 
 

Week 6 
 
 
 
 

 

Children to develop their painting further by adding 
another layer of colour where needed. 
 
Fine detail such as trees need to be added now. Children 
to think about the size of the paintbrush that they need to 
use. 
 
Use Tim Sorsdahl as their inspiration and look at how he 
adds detail and colour. 

 
Week 7 
 
Children to evaluate their work and the process that they 
have been through to do their final piece. 
 
 
 

Children to evaluate their work and the process that 
they have been through from the start to their final 
piece or work. 
 

Children to evaluate their work and the process that they 
have been through to do their final piece. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Whole School Art and Design Curriculum Overview: Year 6 

 
Year 6 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Exploring Perspective 

Artist Inspiration - 
Henry Moore  

 
 

Exploring Landscapes 
Artist Inspiration - 

Claude Monet 

  

Exploring Sculpture 
Artist Inspiration - 

Keziah Burt and Giacometti  
 

Week 1 Introduce the concept of one point drawing. 
Explain that one point perspective drawing is a technique 
that uses a single vanishing point on the horizon line to 
create the illusion of depth and three-dimensionality in a 
drawing.  
It's commonly used for scenes like roads, railway tracks, 
and hallways where objects appear to recede directly 
towards a single point in the distance.  

       
 
Demonstrate how to draw a scene using one point 
perspective, using a simple scenery similar to the pictures 
above. 
Use You Tube to watch clips of how to draw using one 
point perspective if unsure of concept. 
Children to all have the same simple one point 
perspective picture to drawin their Art books. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Introduce landscape drawing from photographs. 
Demonstrate creating distance in a landscape using 
foreground, middle and background. 
Children to build on last year’s knowledge of landscape 
techniques. 
 
Children to either choose a landscape photograph or be 
given a landscape photo.  
They need to look at it carefully and identify the 
foreground, middle ground and the background. 
Children then need to start drawing the landscape in to 
their Art books using lasts year’s knowledge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduce the concept of drawing the proportions of a 
face.  
Demonstrate how drawing a face needs to be broken 
down in to steps. Have different photos of people and 
show how facial features need to be drawn in proportion 
to the whole face. 
 
Children to choose a photograph of a person’s face to 
draw. They have to look at the face and draw the facial 
features in proportion to the rest of the face and the 
outline of the face. 
Once the drawing of the face has been done, 
demonstrate how to apply drawing techniques to the 
face to create depth, such as shading. Remind children of 
the shading techniques that they have used when 
studying Henry Moore in the Autumn term. 

 



Week 2 Introduce the artist, Henry Moore. 
Discuss the artist and discuss how he drew a lot of WW2 
images.  Go through facts about Henry Moore and his 
pieces of art work. 
Discuss the colours that he uses in his WW2 artwork. 
 
Demonstrate how to create a mood board based on the 
artist Henry Moore and his WW2 images. 
 
Children to create their own mood board on a double 
page in Art and Design books based on Henry Moore and 
his WW2 images. 
 
Children to stick a photo of Henry Moore on their mood 
board and write facts about him and his life. Then stick 
photos of Henry Moore’s WW2 artwork on the mood 
board and write facts about them. Children to recreate 
small parts of Henry Moore’s work using drawing pencils, 
charcoal, chalk. 
 
 
 

Introduce the artist, Claude Monet. 
Discuss the artist and discuss how he was an 
impressionist landscape artist.  Go through facts about 
Claude Monet and his pieces of art work. 
Discuss some of the colours that Monet uses are 
complimentary colours and why he uses them. How 
does the colours that he uses compare to colours that 
artists use? 
Demonstrate how to create a mood board based on the 
artist Claude Monet. 
 
 
Children to create their own mood board on a double 
page in Art and Design books based on Claude Monet. 
 
Children to stick a photo of Claude Monet on their 
mood board and write facts about him and his life. Then 
stick photos of Monet’s landscape artwork on the mood 
board and write facts about them. Children to recreate 
small parts of Monet’s landscape work using mixed 
media. 
 

Introduce the artists Keziah Burt and Giacometti. 
Discuss each artist and facts about them and their pieces 
of artwork. 
Demonstrate how to create a mood board based on the 
sculptors Keziah Burt and Giacometti. 
Children to create their own mood board on a double 
page in Art and Design books based on Keziah Burt and 
Giacometti.  
One page for each sculptor and pictures of their 
sculptures. Children to write facts about different 
sculptures that each artist has created. Children to draw 
the sculptures at the side of the pictures.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 3 Demonstrate how to experiment and make different tints 

and tones and shades using different drawing media such 

as black biro pen, drawing pencils, ink, chalk, charcoal.  

Choose an object to draw using the different drawing 

media. 

 

Children to draw a given object using different drawing 

media – black biro, drawing pencils, ink, chalk, charcoal. 

 

Children to also experiment and make different tints and 
tones and shades with the different drawing media. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Demonstrate how to use acrylic paint to achieve 
different painting techniques. 
Show children how to use acrylic paint for layering 
colour, blending, using sponges and brush strokes to 
apply the paint for texture and demonstrate how to use 
acrylic paint for colour mixing. 
 
Children to experiment with using acrylic paint to 
achieve the different painting techniques that they have 
been shown. 
 

Demonstrate how to make shapes using newspaper to 
mould a shape and then wrap the shape in masking tape 
to keep the shape in the way you wanted it to look. 
 
Children to have a go at making shapes using newspaper 
to mould a shape and then wrap the shape in masking 
tape to keep the shape in the way they wanted it to look. 
– take photos for books. 
 
Demonstrate moulding newspaper to make facial shapes 
including head shape and securing the shapes with 
masking tape. 
 
Children to have a go at using newspaper to make facial 
shapes including the head shape and securing them with 
masking tape. 
Children to use newspaper and masking tape to make a 
head armature. 
 
This is process is known as building armature which will 
lead to the children making a 3D sculpture of a head and 
face.  
 



Week 4 Show children a photo of Ashton Road, with perspective – 

looking up Ashton Road from the front of school. 

Demonstrate how to sketch the image of Ashton Road 

using one point perspective. 

Children to have a photo of Ashton Road with perspective 

and sketch out the image. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduce deepening colour mixing techniques by 
creating three tones using white, black and the third 
colour needs to be a hue. 
 
Children to experiment at deepening their colour mixing 
techniques. 
 
Children to have a small section of Claude Monet’s 
Water Lilies painting and recreate it in to their Art 
books. Children to colour match to Monet’s picture and 
start with mid tones and build in the darker shades and 
the lighter tints on top. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Demonstrate how to experiment with clay when using a 
score and slip method to join clay together. 
First score both pieces of the clay that needs joining 
using hatched lines.  
Then paint slip on to both pieces of clay over the 
hatched part. Slip is a liquid that is a mixture of clay and 
water. 
After that press both pieces of clay together and 
smoothen down the joins and edges. 
 

 
Take photos to go in books. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Week 5 Demonstrate how to apply drawing ink, charcoal, black 

pens to the sketch of Ashton Road, created last week. 

Show how to create the one point perspective drawing of 

Ashton Road using own interpretation in Henry Moore’s 

style.  

Children to apply own interpretation of Henry Moore’s 

style to their own sketch of Ashton Road, using drawing 

ink, charcoal, black pens. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discuss with the children how they are going to use a 
landscape photo of our school and recreate it as their 
final piece of artwork. 
Demonstrate how to start drawing it out focusing on the 
background, middle ground and the foreground. 
 
Children to draw their landscape picture of our school 
using the photograph. 
Then apply the paint for the base colours or ground 
colours of the landscape of our school, which adds 
depth whilst wet.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Demonstrate using the clay to start building the head 
sculpture on to their armature. Show how to roll clay out 
and place it on to the armature and how to join the 
pieces together using the score and slip method. 
 
Children to have a go at using the clay to start building 
up their head sculpture on to their armature. Children to 
roll the clay out and place on to the armature and use 
the score and slip method when joining pieces of clay 
together. 
 
Demonstrate how to engrave details on to the head 
sculpture using tools. Show the children how to add the 
different features on to the armature. Explain that this is 
called building relief using bonding techniques such as 
the score and slip method. 
 
Children to use the tools to engrave details on to their 
head sculpture. Children to then add the different 
features on to the armature building up relief using the 
score and slip bonding techniques. 
 
 
 
 



Week 6 Children to evaluate their work and the process that they 
have been through to do their final piece. 
 

Children to use fine brushes to add detail to their 
landscape picture of our school. Children to keep 
referring to their landscape photo of our school to check 
on the detail that they need to add. 
 
 
Week 7 
Children to evaluate their work and the process that they 
have been through to do their final piece. 
 

 

Demonstrate how to spray paint the clay head sculpture 
and then varnish it with PVA glue. 
 
Children to have support to spray paint their own clay 
head sculpture and varnish it with PVA glue. 
 
Children to evaluate their clay head sculpture and the 
skills that they have learnt and developed. 
 

Take photos for books 
 

Sculptures can be used for a display. 

 


